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road maintenance fund for expenditure on
roads in the north. But I have not had
time to ascertain what the road transpoert
hauliers pay into the fund.

I should think that the road hauliers
in that area may be contributing to a fund
the moneys in which are used to repair
many city roads which are affected by wet
weather. Those of us in this Chamber
know that we often find many potholes on
city roads, but these days we do not find
them on some of the roads in the north
which are sealed. The road between North-
ampton and Carnarvon is standing up re-
markably well, especially when we consider
the extent of the heavy traffic that passes
over that road. AIl the goods and
machinery required for the iron cre pro-
jects are transported along that road,
together with the constant haulage of
goods from Carnarvon to Perth and the
backloading of goods from Perth to Car-
narvon,

Every town aleng the north-west coast,
and every person who lives in that area
is being penalised by increased costs and
charges. If these imposts continue they
will not encourage people to remain in
the north but, instead, will encourage them
to transfer to the city. And who could
blame them? As a result people will gradu-
ally become discontented and leave the
north, because they will not be prepared to
put up with the arduous conditions and
the high prices charged for commodities.

Amendment to Motion

Whilst T agree with the motion moved
by The Hon, V. J. Ferry, I consider i
needs a few words added to it. I there-
fore move an amendment—

That the following words be added

to the motion:—

but we regret the Government has
not foreshadowed any move to
abolish or substantiaily reduce
the heavy burden placed upon
the costs of production and the
cost of living throughout the
country areas by the Road Main-
tenance (Contribution) Act, No. 69
of 1965.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: I second
the motion.

Point of Order

The Hen, P. J. 8. WISE: On a point of
order, Mr. President, is the Leader of the
Opposition, in view of the fact that he
has already spoken to the motion, in order
in sccondingz the motich for the amend-
ment? If he is out of order, I will second
the motion.

The PRESIDENT: I rule that the Leader
of the Opposition is oul of order in sec-
ondinz the motion for the amendment,
and that the motion is seconded by the
Hon. F. J. S. Wise.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for Mines).

House adjourned at 6.6 p.m.
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“Members, Siaff, Funds, and Report

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (43): ON NOTICE

HOUSING FOR WIDOWS AND
SPINSTERS

Single Units: Number, Vacancies, and

Current Constructions

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Housing:

(1) What is the total number of out-

standing applications for single

unit accommeodation for widows,

and spinsters?

What is the approximate annual

number of vacancies occurting in

this type of commission accom-

modation?

(3) What number of units of this
type are currently under con-
struction?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:

(1) As at the 31st July, 1966—1,044.

(2) Approximately eight per annum,

(3) None. The commission has made
flnancial provision to  build
further flats in 1966-67 and nego-
tiations for a site in the Fremantle
locality are now being finalised.

TAXIS
Report on Complaints of Lessees
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Has he yet received the report
of the Taxi Control Board on “all
aspects of the taxi industry”, in-
cluding the complaint that be-

(2)

Mr.
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. cause of high rentals for leased
CORTENTS continued. Page taxis, drivers are compelled to
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE—continued work long hours for little income?
Trafio— (2) If s0, will he make available a

copy of such report?
If not, when does he expect to
receive the report?

O’CONNOR. replied:

With the object of obt.aining
all the correct facts concerning
conditions in the taxi industry,
the Taxi Control Board sent a
questionnaire to each of the 600
taxi owners and to each of the
377 taxi drivers. ©Of this number
only 60 replies were received, 42
from taxi gwners and 18 from
taxi drivers.

In addition to the written re-
plies, all were invited to present
themselves for interview with the
board. Of the 977 only five
accepted the offer apd at a spe-
cial meeting of the board
arranged for the purpose, only
two Dresented themselves.

In view of the poor response no
report has been prepared and it
has been decided to take no
further action at this stage.

3)

1}

(2) and (3) Answered by (1),
HOUSING
Koongamia: Construction, Letting, and

3.

Finance

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Housing:

(1) Have houses hbeen built by the

State Housing Commission in the

Koongamnia area during the past

twelve months?

Arz these houses being let to

members of the R.A.AF. with only

recent residence in W.A.?

(3) Are funds for building such houses
being received over and ahbove
normal funds available to State
Housing Commission for building
houses?

QO'NEIL replied:

Yes, (289 Commonwealth-State
Housing Act, 10 State Housing
Act.)

This information is not available.
The Commonwealth-State houses
were made available to the Com-
monwealth for accommodating
serving members of the forces
under the provisions of clause 13
of the Commonwealth and State
Housing Aszresment.

Fifty per cent. of the funds used
in huilding these houses is over
and above the normal funds avail-
able to the State Housing Com-
mission under the provisions of
clause 13 of the Commonwealth
and State Housing Agreement,

2)

Mr.
1)

2)

3
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RENTAL AND PURCHASE HOMES
Applications: Metropolitan and Country

4, Mr.

District
BRADY asked the Minister for

Housing:

1)

(2)

)

Mr.

)
2)

Rt )

What number of applications have
been received by the State Hous-
ing Commission for—

(a) tenancy homes;

{b) purchase homes,

during the past seven months to
the 31st July, 19667

What number of homes under <a}
and (h) above are for

(a) metropolitan area;

{b) country districts?

What number are waiting on an
“await-turn basis’ for (1) {a) and
(1) (b for metropolitan area?

O'NEIL replied:
Tenancy—4,299.
Purchase—2,698.

Tenancy:
Metropolitan 2,580
Country 1,719
Total ... 4,299
Purchase:
Metropolitan 2217
Country 481
Total ... 2,698
Tenancy—5,475.

Purchase—4 372,

None of the above figures take
intg account duplication of appli-
cations or wastage.

JUNIOR AND LEAVING EXAMINATIONS
Fees: Reimbursement by Commonwealth

Government
5. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Treas-
urer:
(1) What were the total fees received

2)

&)

by the Public Examinations Board

from—

(a) candidates sitting for the
Junior Examination;

(b) those sitting for the Leaving
Examination?

If the State Government condones
parents and guardians having to
meet these fees to pay costs asso-
ciaied with these examinations,
will the Pederal Government not
evade responsibility to this extent
by not making awvailable through
the Grants Commission sufficient
to meet such costs?

Will he have the Education De-
partment accept responsibility for
such fees for the purpose of hav-
ing the Federal Government
assume such responsibilities in-
stead of parents and guardians
having to do so?

Mr.
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-BRAND replied:

This question was direcied to the

Minister for Education but is

properly one for the Treasury.

The answer is as follows:

(1) Fee collections in 1965 were—
{a) and (b} £67,057.

(2) No.

(3) Answered by (2).

ROADS

Midland: Main Roads Depariment Plan

6A. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Works:

1

2)
(3)

Mr,

1

2)

3) N

Has the Main Roads Department
& plan for the building of roads
through Midland?

Is the plan availahle for perusal
by the general public?

Have plans been finalised for the
building of a road through the
old Midland Railway Company
property as an extension of Vie-
toria. Street?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Some preliminary sketeh plans
for future roads in the Midland
area have been prepared in con-
junction with the Town Planning
Department.

No. not at this stage, pending
discussion with and acceptance by
the appropriate authorities.

0.

RATLWAYS

Overhead Bridge aqi West Midiung:

Commencement

6B. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
‘Works:

7.

Will an overhead bridge be built
over the railway at West Midland?
If so, when will it be commenced?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The skeich plan incorporates a
railway overbridge near West Mid-
Iand. No decision on its construc-
tion has yet been made.

TOWN PLANNING

Midland Scheme: Implementation and

Mr.

Finalisation
BRADY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Town Plan-
ning:

n

2
3)

4

Has the Town Planning Board
drawn up a town planning scheme
for Midland?

If so, is the scheme available for
viewing by members of the public?
If not, why are plans for the
building of factories and additions
to houses being rejected by the
Town Plannihg Board in the
Midland area?

When will the town planning
scheme for Midland be finalised?
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LEWIS replied:

No, but the Town Planning De-
partment is advising the Midland
Town Council on certain aspects
of the preparation of their town
planning scheme.

Neo.

The Town Planning Board has no
power to reject plans submitted
for the building of factories or
houses. Under the Metropolitan
Region Town Plapning Scheme
Act, the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority of the local
authority under powers delegated
by the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority is responsible for
approval of development having
regard to the orderly and proper
planning of the locality and the
preservation of amenities.

This is a matter for the Midland
Town Council sinece the prepara-
tion of the town planning scheme
is a council responsibility.

HOSPITAL AT BULL CREEK

128
Mr.
(1)
(2)
&)
(4)
8. Mr.

Commencement
ELLIOTT asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Health:

Mr.

Because of the rapid growth of
south-of-the-river suburbs, will he
give consideration to hastening a
start on the proposed major hos-
pital at Bull Creek?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

‘Yes, but such consideration would
need to be related to other hogs-
pital construction now in progress
and in the eourse of being planned
in and around the metropolitan
area.

At the present time, the Medical
Department is In consultation
with the Lands Department re-
garding the finalising of the boun-
dﬁries of the proposed hospital
site.

SCHOOL AT LYNWOOD

Commencement of Consiruction

9. Mr.

ELLIOTT asked the Minister for

Education:

Will he advise when a start is
planned on construction of a
primary school at Lynwood and
will consideration be given to
making the school large enough to
ca{fr for all grades from the out-
set?

. LEWIS replied:

In response to the member for
Canning, tenders for the construe-
tion of a four-classroom school in
Kinilock Avenue will be called in
about two weeks,

So far as can be ascertained this
will cater for the children in the
area. However, it is against de-

10. Mr.

partmental policy to transfer sen-
lor prades to new schools thus
breaking the continuity of the
upper primary schooling.

RIVERTON SCHOOL
Additional Classrooms
ELLIOTT asked the Minister for

Education:

1%,

Will he advise when a deciston
wili be made on the extent of
additions to the Riverton school
and will consideration be given to
providing three additional class
rooms at the school?

. LEWIS replied:

In reply to the member for Can-
ning, this matter is being cur-
rently investigated by the district
superintendent and no decision
can be pgiven until the results of
the investigation are known.

TEENAGE “POP" SHOWS
Police Control of Behaviour
Mr.

ELLIOTT asked the Minister for

Police:

Will he take whatever course is
necessary to allow police action to
prevent any repetitlon of scenes
such as these at recent feenage
"pop’”’ shows?

. CRAIG replied:

The police have limited powers as
regards gatherings of persons in
private buildings or aon private
property and, generally, have no
right of entry except at the in-
vitation of the owner of the pro-
perty or the organisers of the
entertainment, unless they have a
search warrant or are attempting
to execute a court process.

The exceptions are that police
may enter private property to re-
move any comman prostituie, re-
puted thief, or idle and disorderly
person,

MOTOR VEHICLES

Eramination: Qualification of Shire

12, Mr.

Inspectors
DUNN asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:

(1)

(2)

(3}

4)

What qualifications are required
by shire employees to inspect
vehicles and pass them for licen-
sing?

Is there any age limit for such
personnel?

Are shire councils employing per-
sonnel without qualifications for
this purpose?

Does he consider
should be done
qualified persons?

this work
by properly
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Mr.

1)

(2}
D
(4

(8

i Thursday, 4 August, 1966.)

If the answer to (4 is “Yes'", will
he ensure that such practice is
effectively instituted?

NALDER replied:

No academic qualifications are
prescribed for shire employees
who Inspect vehicles.

No.

Not known.

If academic qualifications are re-
ferred to—no.

Answered by (4.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Collie: Land, and Provision of Housing
for Teachers
13. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for

Eduecation:

(1) How many Collie town lots are
held by the Education Depart-
ment?

(2) If any, when were such lots set
aside and put under the control
of the Education Department?

(3) Has the department any intention
of huilding houses in Collie for
its teachers?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) and (2) The Education Depart-
ment does not hold any lots at
Collie but it is understood that
the Public Education Endowment
Trust has some land under its
control,

(3) The provision of quarters is now

the responsibility of the Govern-
ment Employees’ Housing Autl-
ority, which has advised that it
intends to build three houses in
Collie under its 1966-67 pro-
gramme.

PERTH-MIDLAND AND CAVERSHAM

BUS ROUTES
Bus Stops and Shelters

14 Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Transport:

(1) What number of bus stops are
situated along the M. T.T. bus
route from Perth to Midland via
Belmont?

(2) What number have shelters for
bus patrons?

(3) What number of bus stops are
situated along the bus route to
Caversham via Walter Road?

(4) What number have shelters for
bus patrons?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:

(1) From the city—52.

To the city—56.
(2) From the city—-6.
To the city—19.
(3) A service is operated to Caversham

via Guildford Road and on this
route the answer is:

From the ecity—51.

To the city—50.

4)
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On the route via Guildford Road:
From the city—1.
To the city—16.

NATIONAL SERVICE TRAINING
School Teachers: Condiltions, and Release

from Bond
15. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Education:

(1) Do any special conditions apply
to schoolteachers called up for
national service training?

(2) Are they released from outstand-
ing bonds?

(3) If so, by what authority is this
done?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) Yes,

(2)
)

No, but national service training
counts towards the bond pericd.
It is in accordance with the policy
applying to Government employees
generally.

RAPID TRANSIT TERMINAL AT

MIDLAND

Hills Areq Service: Finalisation and Cost

16. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for
Railways: :
(1) In view of the delay in finalising

(2)

Mr.

1)

@

the rapid transit plan for patrons

of the hills area which is to be

based at Midland Junction, could
he advise:—

{a) Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to proceed with this
project;

{b) If so, what are the reasons ior
the delay?

Could he advise the estimated date

for the finalisation of this long

awaited venture?

COURT replied:

(a) Yes.

{b) Re-examination of the re-
quirements of the standard
gauge project in the Midland
area.

Not at this juncture. Every ef-
fort is being made to expedite
finality., It might take another
two or three months, but it is
hoped a decision will be rcached
tefore this, after which the rapid
transit project construction will
nroceed as guickly as possible.

YOUTH CENTRE AT MAYLANDS
Establishment and Localion

17. Mr,

DAVIES asked the Minister for

Education:

99

To what extent, financially and
physically, was the Youth Council
coneerned with the establishment,
in conjunction with the Perth
Shire Council, of a youth centre
in Maylands?
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Mr.
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Where, precisely, is the centre

located?
LEWIS replied:

$8,000 was granted to convert an
existing kuilding,

The council is not interested
physically in the control of the
centre, apart from assuring itself
that the Government subsidy will
be properly spent.

In the old fire brigade building
oppnosite the Maylands Town Hall.

HOUSING FOR TEACHERS
Use of Shires' Borrowing Powers, and

18. Mr.
1)

@

(&)

Mr.
(1)

2)

(3

Guuarantee of Rents

GAYFER asked the Treasurer:

Can a shire council raise a loan
to build single teacher accommo-
dation?

Would the Education Department
guarantee the rentals sufficient to
amortise the leans if accommoda-
tion was erected for this purpose
by a shire?

If a shire were to allow the State
Government to use its borrowing
powers, such as is done in the case
of country town sewerage installa-
tions, could not the Government
build accommodation needed for
teachers angd service the loan in a
similar manner?

BRAND replied:

Section 514 of the Local Govern-
ment Act allows the erection of
houses by shire councils for rental.
It would depend on the period of
amortisation allowed for in the
rental. Each case would have to
be treated on its merits.

No, because this action commits
future loan funds and the capacity
of the State to undertake this type
of financing is strictly limited.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HOUSING

Homes

19. Mr.
(1}

(2)

(&)

Mr.
(1)
2

AUTHORTITY

; Construction, Repairs, Teacher

Accommodation, and Cost

GAYFER asked the Treasurer:

How many units of accommedation
have been erected by the Govern-
ment Employvees Housing Author-
ity during the last financial year?
How many of these units were for
teacher accommodation in the
country areas?

How much money has been ex-
pended by the Government Em-
ployees Housing Authority during
the same perlod in:—

(a) new constructions;

(b) repairs to existing units of

accommodation?

BRAND replied:

34 units completed.
17.

3

(a) $312,400.
{b) $11,900.

PLASTIC BAGS

Safeguards against Suffocelion

20. Mr.

EVANS asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

What action, if any, is contem-
plated by his department to
regulate the supplying of plastic
bags to the public, having regard
ta the fact that a 21 month old
baby was suffocated by means of
such a bag on the 23rd May last?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The plastic bag problem was dis-
cussed at great length hetween
medical authorities and industry
several years ago and the con-
clusion reached that education of
the public was the only method
considered practicable.

21. This gquestion was posiponed.

CENSORSHIP OF FILMS

Drive-in Theatres: Classification of

22, Mr.

Suitability

EVANS asked the Chief Secretary:
Because of the popularity accorded
to drive-in theatres as venues
offering better facilities for com-
plete family entertainment, and
because of the fact that there are
some flims which are obviously
unfit for family viewing will he
give consideration to having sec-
tion 12 of the Censorship of Films
Act, 1947, amended to have a new
classification available for use by
the Chief Censor, such as “Not
suitable for exhibition at drive-in
theatres” and also provide the
Chief Censor with further power
{(if this is deemed necessary) to
so classify & fllm that has already
come under the propased sanc-
tions as affecting films not suit-
able for drive-in theatre viewing,
for purposes of exhibition at in-
door theatres, so as to more
stringently restrict such a film
from being viewed by children, as
a means of avoiding undue dis-
crimijnation shown against pro-
prietors of drive-in theatres as
against indoor theatres?

. CRAIG replied:

Steps have already been taken to
inquire into the matters raised by
the honourable member who will
be kept advised of developments.

UNDERGROUND WATER SUPPLIES
York District: Geological Survey

23. Mr. GAYFER asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has the proposed survey by a

geologist been carried out as yet
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25.
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to ascertain if there is any un-
derground water suitable for use
by market gardeners in the York
district?

{2) If not, when is it proposed that
such a field examination will be
done?

Mr. NALDER replied:

(1) No.

(2) Within the next 2-3 months as

soon as senior geologists have
completed a series of urgent in-
spections for the Farm Water
Supply Committee.

This question was postponed.

HOUSING

Exmouth: Allocation, Priority, and
Collection of Renls
Mr. NORTON asked the Premier:
(1) When the building of the town
of Exmouth is completed who
wi]l be the responsible body for
allocating the various houses to
applicants?
Will it be necessary for an appli-
cant to be employed either by the
American Navy or the shire to
get a priority or will priorities be
governed by the date of applica-
tion?
Who will be responsible
collecting the rents?

BRAND replied:

The Siate Housing Commission.
The question of priorities is be-
ing examined.

The State Housing Commission.

DECENTRALISATION
Departmental Steff, and Liaison

Mr. HALL s&sked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1) How many officers of his depart-
ment are engaged on decentralisa-
tion—

(a) full time;

(h) part time?

Has his department a close liaison
with all regional councils on de-
centralisation; if so, by what
method is the liaison achieved?
Are there any other departments
working with his department on
decentralisation; if so, what are
the names of the departments
and are the officers of the respec-
tive departments employed full-
time or part time on decentralisa-
tion?

COURT replied:

(a) Two decentralisation officers.

(b) This depends, from time to
time, on the volume and
nature of the wark associated
with the development of

2)

(&) for

Mr.
(1)
(2)

(3

2)

3

Mr.
(1}

21.

New Quarters at Albany:
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regions outside the metro-
politan area. At times there
have been in excess of 8§
officers (in addition to two
decentralisation officers) em-
ployed for extensive periods
on this type of work within
the department.

{2) Yes. By personal visit, participa-
tion in seminars, correspondence
and perscnal communication.

A substantial part of all Govern-
ment department effort is devoted
to work outside the metropolitan
region.

This is consistent with Govern-
ment policy for decentralised
regional develppment.,

The success of this policy is evi-
denced by the current programme
which covers the most widespread
and diversified development in
the State's History.

3)

MARRON

Moates Lagoon: Trial Fishing and
Breeding

Mr, HALL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Fisheries and
Fauna:

(1) Can he advise if-the Fisherles De-
partment or the CSIR.O. car-
ried out investigations by way of
trial fishing in Moates Lagoon,
Albany, on the possibilities of
marrcn Sshing and breeding in
that area?

If not, did the Fisheries Depart-
ment give sanction or authority
to any person or persons to trial
fish in Moates Lagoon to test the
possibilities of marron fishing and
breeding?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) No.

3T. JOHN'S AMBULANCE

Government
Financial Assistance

(2

28. Mr. HALL asked the Premier:

(1) As representations were made to
him by St. John's Ambulance,
Albany, for assistance tc build
new quarters, can he advise if
final determination has been
made and the form the assist-
ance will take?

If "Yes”, when will such assist-
ance be forthcoming?

. BRAND replied:

No. A firm proposal is still
awaited from the head centre of
the St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion. When this is received a
decision will he made.

Answered by (1).

)

(L

(2)
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MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS
Shortage in Country Areas

Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

As there appears to be a shortage
of doctors in country areas, what
plans or suggestions has the Govern-
ment in mind to overcome this short-
age?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The Government maintains a con-
tinuous liaison with hospital boards,
medical agencies, and the Agent-
General in London to secure the
earliest possible filling of vacancies in
country practices.

It is understood that the University
School of Medicine will increase the
intake of students when the Holly-
wood medical centre is established.

KING BAY

Port: Protest against Control by
Hamersley Iron Pty. Lid.

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
the North-West:

(1) Has any protest been made by
master mariners against the agree-
ment  which gives Hamersley
Iron Pty. Ltd. complete control of
the port of King Bay, Dampier
Archipelago?

(2) If “Yes"”, were the representations
made by way of a general com-
plaint or on specific points?

(3) Is it intended that the Govern-
ment’s attitude in this case will
be taken as a precedent for other
ports to be established in con-
nection with the development of
iron ore deposits?

(4) Can he name one other port in
Australia which has been so com-
pletely removed from Government
control as is the case with the
port of King Bay?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) No protest by master mariners
has been located in the time
available. In any case the agree-
ment does not give the company
complete contrel of the port.
The right is reserved to the State
(subject to the provisions of the
agreement) to make any procla-
mation at any time under the
Ports and Harbours Act, 1917,

(2) Answered by (1) above.

(3) The Government’s attitude in re-
spect of any ports to be estab-
lished in connection with the de-
velopment of iron ore deposits
will depend on the location of the
port, its possible use by others,
and any other ecircumstances
which shouid be taken into ac-
count.

(4) See answer to (1).

If I might add a general com-
ment, Mr, Speaker, I did receive
a letter from a master mariner,
which was referred to me through
the Premier's Department, but in
this letter he was complaining not
ahout the operation of the port,
but t_,onl.v about his own employ-
ment.

DATRONICS ENGINEERS INC.
North West Cape Communicaetions

Centre Contract.: Protection of Credilors
31. Mr.

TONKIN asked the Premier:

(1) Has the Government taken any
interest in the plight of Western
Australian creditors of Datronic
who are owed quite large sums for
goods and services supplied for
the construction of the communi-
cations centre at North West
Cape for the United States Navy?

(2) If "Yes,” has such interest taken
practical form?
(3) What has been the result?

(4) Considering the authoritative as-
surances which were given regard-
ing the financial stability of the
major and managing partner of
the contraet, and the fact that
the work was being performed for
the United States Navy, does he
not think that the situation
should be regarded somewhat dif-
ferently from ordinary business
contracts?

(5) Will he make representations to
the Commonwealth Government
with a view to having the latter
Government make a move in the
matter?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) and (2) Yes, the Government has
kept in touch with the companies
concerned with the construction
of the V.LF. Communications
Centre and alse with local repre-
sentatives of the United States
Navy. There has als¢ been a close
liaison with the W.A. Chamber of
Manufactures to ensure that
every reasonable practical step is
taken in an effort to secure pay-
ment te lecal contractors who
have supplied goods and services
in connection with the construc-
tion at North West Cape.

(3) Legal processes in cases of this
nature are protracted. No positive
results have been achieved to date
beyond the value of demonstrat-
ing the Government’s interest and
desire for expedition.

(4) In the final analysis the contrac-
tual arrangement between sup-
pliers and their debtors is a matter
of the legal position between the
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parties. Otherwise, the position
of a client undertaking a project
and letting contracts—in this
case the United States Navy—
could be intolerabhle. However, it
is conceded that some suppliers to
contractors for the U.S. Navy
might have assumed that the in-
terest of the United States Navy
was something of a guarantee.
Unless they took steps to ascertain
the degree of legal liability by the
United States Navy, it is difficult
to see how the position is dif-
ferent to any ordinary business
transaction of this kind between
a contractor and supplier.

Representations have already been
made to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment with the knowledge of
the State Government, and the
matter is being kept under review.

COPPELR
Deposits: Locations and Development

(5

32. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Mines:

(1} What are the significant develop-
ments regarding the discovery of
deposits of copper mentioned in
the speech of His Excellency the
Governor on the 28th July, 1966,
when declaring the second session
of the twenty-fifth Parliament
open?

Where are these deposits?
When were they first registered?

What stage has been reached in
development of each deposit?

. BOVELL replied:

Areas of copper mineralisation
have been found which have war-
ranted further investigation.

In the Kimberley, Phillips River,
and Ashburton goldfields.

The 21st June, 1963, the 14th
December, 1964, and the 3lst
March, 1966 respectively.

They are all still in the explora-
tion stage. Some drilling has been
carried out in the Kimberley and
Phillips River areas.

EDUCATION AND CHILD WELFARE
DEPARTMENTS

Halgoorlie Office: Appoiniment of
Receptionist-telephonist

3. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Child Wel-

fare:
When will the receptionist-tele-
phonist assistant commence such
duties on a shared basis between
the Superintendent of Education
and the Child Welfare Officer at
Kalgoorlie?

2)
3)
Cy

1}

(2>

(32

(d)

34.

35.

.

38.
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Mr. CRAIG replied:

When the necessary funds are
available through the wusual
Budget procedure.

KALGOORLIE POLICE STATION
New Building: Commencement

Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Police:
When is it expected that work will
commence on the erection of a
new police station and associated
buildings at Kalgoorlie?
My, CRAIG replied:
Final sketch plans have now been
approved and it is anticipated that
a tender will be accepted at an
early date.
and 36. These questions were post-
poned.
MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS
Blind Pedestrians: Precautions
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Police:

In the interests of the many
people of this State who are
blind, will he urgently reinstate
a traffic regulation to require
that the driver of a vehicle shall,
if approaching a blind person
carrying a white cane or walking
stick, take all precautions neces-
sary to avold accident or injury
to that person?

. CRAIG replied:

Arrangements have already heen
made to include in the Road Traf-
fic Code provisions relating to
blind persons and the carrying of
white sticks.

WESTMINSTER SCHOOL
Additional Bituminised Areas

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Education:

In connection with the despolia-
tion of the grounds of the West-
ininster Frimary School currently
taking place, will he please indi-
cate in what position it is pro-
posed to construct additional bitu-
minised areas to serve the ex-
tended infants school?

. LEWIS replied:

The additional bituminised area at
the Westminster Junior Primary
School will be provided in the
south-west corner of the nature
strip.

The overall plan of the school was
developed €0 preserve as much of
the nature strip as possible. Vir-
tually the school has been devel-
aped around the nature strip
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BELMONT AND KEWDALE HIGH

39, Mr.

for
(1)

SCHQOOLS

Upgrading
JAMIESON asked the Minister
Education:

When was a decision made to
make Belmont High School into
a five-year high category?

{2) Is it proposed to build any addi-

3)

(4)

(3}

Mr.

(1)
2)

(3)

(4)

5

tional accommodation to meet the
requirements of this upgrading?
In view of repeated rejection of
representations made over the
years for the upgrading of this
school to a five-year basis and the
adamant attitude of the depart-
ment against such a move, would
it not have been common courtesy
on the part of the department
te have advised parliamentary
representatives of the change of
policy?

In view of this change of policy,
is it still intended to progress the
Kewdale High School to a five-
vear high standard?

If not, why the change of policy?

LEWIS replied:

April, 1966.

Yes. A Commonwealth science
block consisting of—

1 physies laboratory.

1 chemistry laboratory.

1 lecture theatre.

3 small research rooms.

1 storercom.

No change of policy is involved.
Previously the wupgrading of
schools in other areas was con-
sidered more urgent. Belmont’s
claim is now pressing and upper
school numbers justify the estab-
lishment of a fourth-year in 1967.
Kewdale has only flrst and
second-year students at present.
It will attain full t{hird-year
status in 1967. Ifs enrolment will
be closely watched ang if and
when the numbers justify it the
school will be progressed to a
five-year high scheol.

Answered by (2.

40. This question was posiponed,

HACKETT DRIVE~-STIRLING HIGHWAY

JUNCTION

Aquisition of Land, Realighment, and

Swan River Reclamation

41. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Works:
(1} Was the junction of Hackett

2)

Drive and Stirling Highway con-
structed on land which was not
properly acquired?

On what date did the University
Scnate consent to the land being
so used and when did work on
the junction actually commence?

(3)

(4)

(5

(6)

1)
&

(9

Mr.

o)

2)

(3}
(4)

(5

(6)

Who was the person who acted
en bhehalf of the University and
gave approval in anticipation of
the completion of formalities?
Was the junction located in an-
ticipation of a realipnment of
Hackett Drive and constructed to
that of a good standard road?
How much of University land has
been used for the junction and
what is its estimated value?

Have plans to deviate Hackett
Drive—through the surveved area
excised from Reserve Al7375 and
shown coloured dark brown on
Lands and Surveys original plan

No. 6430—been modified or
abandoned?
If “¥Yes”, what is the proposal

which has been substituted?
Doees the proposed realignment of
Hackett Drive inveolve some re-
clamation of the Swan River,
irrespective of the standard of the
road to be constructed?

If the road is deviated and con-
structed to a standard conform-
ing to that of the junction with
Stirling Hiehway, what area of
reclamation from the Swan River
would be required?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The junction of Hackett Drive
and Stirling Highway was con-
structed on portion of University
land, being Reserve No. 17331,
held under Crown Lease, in an-
ticipation of the completion of
formalities relating to land trans-
fers affecting the University.
The agreement of the University
with certain reservations to the
proposals for the construction of
dual ecarriageways in Winthrop
Avenue, Stirling Highway and
Mounts Bay Road, including the
junction of Hackett Drive and
Mounts Bay Road, and authority
to proceed with the work was
signified in a letter from the Vice
Chancellor dated the 15th Sep-
tember, 1964. Construction of
this junction commenced early in
July, 1965.

Answered by (2).

The location and design of the
junction was related to the
standards considered necessary in
Stirling Highway-Mounts Bay
Road.

Area used for the construction of
the junction was la. 1r. 26p. A
valuation of the land was not ob-
fained.

Plan No. 6430 has not been modi-
fied but agreement has been
reached between the University
and the Governmeni, the Uni-
versity undertaking to refrain
from building in certain areas so
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as to provide for a future realign-
ment of Hackeft Drive.

Answered by (6).

To provide a deviation of Hackett
Drive commensurate with modern
design and safety standards will
require the reclamation of ap-
proximately four acres from the
Swan River.

Answered by (4),

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Unclaimed Wagers: Amount, and Authority
for Retention and Distribution

42. M.

TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:

(1)

(2)
3)

(4)

%)

Mr.

1)

2)

&3]
(4)

(5)

For each year respectively since
its inception, how much mohey
has the Totalisater Agency Board
derived from unclaimed refunds
of investments on horses which
failed to start?

What has become of this money?
What comment, if any, has been
made by the board’s auditors con-
cerning its right to carry such
money to form part of the board's
funds?

Has the board the right to dis-
tribute this money to racing and
trotting clubs?

If “Yes”, under what authority?

CRAIG replied:

For the years ended the 3l1st
July—

1962 (about) ...
1963 (aboui) ...
1864 (about) ...
1965 ...

$

5,000
14,500
16,000
22,838

1966 ... ... 23,832
These moneys have heen paid
over to the W.A. Turf Club and
the W.A. Trotting Association
other than part of the amount
received during the year ended
the 31st July, 1966, which is still
to be distributed.
None.
Whilst the Totalisator Agency
Board Betting Act does not speci-
fically cover this point, the board
considers that under section 28, it
has the duty to distribute this
money to the racing and trotting
clubs.
Answered in (4) above.

43, This question was postponed,

QUESTIONS (12): WITHOUT NOTICE
LEEDERVILLE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Ezxcision of Grounds: Correspondence

1. Mr

for

W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
Education:

Last Thursday in reply to a series
of questions which I asked regard-
ing the proposed excision of a
portion of the Leederville school
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grounds, and as to when I might
expect a reply to the letter which
I sent to him on the 13th July, his
answer was, “Next week.” Seeing
it was a week ago, and shortly we
will be in the next week, when
is it likely that I will receive a
reply to my request; or will the
Minister continue to ignore my
representations?

. LEWIS replied:

My reply of last week still holds.
It would be surprising if the hon-
ourable member has not the reply
in his mail box.

W. Hegney: Can the Minijster
say when the letter addressed to
me was posted?

. LEWIS: It was signed for posting

yesterday morning.

YOUTH COUNCIL

Members, Staff, Funds, and Report

Mr,

DAVIES asked the Minister for

Education:

(1)

(2}
(€))

(4)

(6]
(6)

Mr.

(a8

)
(&))
(4)
(5)
(6}

Who are the members of the
Youth Council of Western Aus-
tralia?

When were they appointed?
What full time staff has been ap-
pointed?

What funds have been made avail-
able to the council since it com-
menced operating?

What funds have been allocated
for the current yzor?

When will the first report of the
council be presented?

LEWIS replied:

Mr. N. R. Collins.

Mr. H. T. Denny.

Mons. E. Sullivan,

Mr. A. M. Peebles,

Miss P. Knight.

Det. Sgt. P. McC. White.

Mrs. M. Matthews.,

Mr. W. English.

Mr. K. A. Maine.

Rev. B. Rosier.

Mrs. A. Doley.

Director-General of Education or
his representative.

The 9th February, 1965,

Secretary and typist.

To the 30th June, 1966-—%41,000.

$91,200.

The report is in course of prepara-

tion and is exvected to be ready

for tabling early in Qctober.

PLASTIC BAGS

Safeguards against Suffocation

Mr,

EVANS asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

Arising out of the reply given to
question 20 on today's notice
paper, relating to the use and
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distribution of plastic bags to the

publiec, the Minister replied that

it had been considered that the
only practical method was to edu-
cate the public in this regard.

Would the Minister indicate—if

he is not able to do so at the pres-

ent time, perhaps he will obtain
the information and notify me
subsequently—

(1) In what hody is vested the re-
sponsibhility for educating the
public?

(2) What steps have already been
taken to implement this
policy?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) and (2) There is 2 body which is

constituted along the lines men-
tioned by the honourable member;
that is, the Health Education
Council of Western Australia.
One of its functions is to educate
people in general health matters,
and it is tackling this problem. Of
course the education of the public
does not rest only with this
organisation; education also stems
from the work of the Public Health
Department.

DESALINATION OF WATER
Inyestigation and Research

Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for the North-West:

Can he tell me what investigations
are being made into research in
connection with desalination pro-
cesses which might be suitable for
use in the North-West, or for that
matter in any other parts of the
State?

Mr. COURT replied:

This question is more appropri-
ately addressed to the Minister for
Works. I would add, so that I do
not appear to be “passing the
buck”, the Minister far Works
and his department keep me fully
advised on any developments that
are taking place in respect of de-
salination, and are currently well
up with world research into the
matter.

One of the iron ore companies is
embarking on a desalination pro-
gramme, but this is comparatively
small when measured against the
ultimate requirements of the pro-
ject. I can assure the honourabla
member that the Government,
through the Public Works Depart-
ment, is right up on world trerds
in this matter.

Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Works:

Could he add anything to the
answer given by the Minister for
the North-West in connection
with this very important matter

concerning the investigations that
are being conducted by the State
Government inte the various pro-
cesses of desalination of water?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The Public Works Department
receives information and has
sought information from many
parts of the world in regard to
desalination of water, but at the
present time the conclusigns that
have been drawn by the depart-
ment are that water can be ob-
tained more cheaply by orthodox
methods than by desalination
processes.

Mr. Bickerton: This is the time to
start, when there is cheap water
available.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: In order
to keep abreast with the times the
department has sought informa-
tion from alli over the world in
regard to improvements that could
be adopted in any one of the
numerous desalination methods,
In addition, there are two of
these plants operating in this
State, one, I fancy, being outside
of Northam, and the other af
Rottnest Island.

PASTORALISTS ASSOCIATION
Submissions to Government

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Police:

Has he studied the submissions
which were presented on the 13th
May by Mr. J. Finch and Mr. P.
B. Lefroy on behalf of the
Pastoralists Association?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
Yes.

NATIONAL SERVICE TRAINING
School Teachers: Condilions, and
Release Jrom Bond

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Education:

In reply to my question 15
on today's notice paper when he
said special conditions apply to
teachers who are called up for
national service training, can he
now tell me the special condi-
tions?

Mr, LEWIS replied:

I would not be sure, because I do
not know to just what the henour-
able member refers, but I do know
they have deferment until the
end of their training and, I be-
lieve, in the case of most until
after they have had one year's
experience, If that is not the
information required by the hon-
ourable member I would ask him
to put the question on the notice
paper.



[Thursday, 4 August, 1966.] 137

BOWELLING RAILWAY STATION

Sleepers: Crediting of Freight Charges

8.

9.

10.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Rail-

ways:
With regard to my question
40 on today’s notice paper is he
aware of any particular difficulty
in answering this question, hav-
ing regard to the fact that it has
been postponed twice?

Mr. COURT replied:

There is no particular difficulty
beyond the fact that I understand
the information has to be extracted
and sent up from Bunbury.
The department did hope to re-
ceive it before lunchtime; and if
it is received before the House
adjourns today I will seek the
permission of Mr. Speaker to give
it to the hongurable member,
otherwise he will have it as soon
as it is received.

WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON AND

STEEL INDUSTRY
Part Disposal
Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:
Has any company or companhies
yet been formed under section
3(1) (b) of the Act of Parliament
which was passed last year in
connection with the Wundowie
Charcoal Iron and Steel Industry?
Mr. COURT replied:

Yes. The company was legistered
—I1 forget the date—-under A.
N. I. (Wundowie Management)
Pty. Limited.

Mr. Hawke: What date?

Mr. COURT: I forget the date, but
it was to coincide with the sign-
ing of the appropriate agreement.

Mr. Hawke: Could I have the infor-
mation next week?

Mr., COURT: I have given it to you.

Mr. Hawke: As to when it was formed.

Mr. COURT: Yes, certainly.

PASTORALISTS ASSOCIATION
Submissions to Government.

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Police:
As he has studied the submissions,
has he given a written reply to
the Pastoralists and Graziers
Asscciation?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
My answer is the same—Yes. If
the honourable member would de-
sire a copy of the letter, I wiill
arrange to send it to him. I
should have possibly done s¢ in
the first place.

(6}

RAILWAY FREIGHT CHARGES
Effect of Standard Gauge Railway

1. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for

Railways:
As some cenfres on the eastern
goldfields line will, with the im-
plementation of the standard
gauge, be further from Perth than
they are at present, will he confirm
that no freight increases will be
applicable?

Mr. COURT replied:

I presume the honourable membet
is referring to iowns that are on
the main Kalgoorlie line where,
because of deviations, the actual
rail mileage will be different from
wheat it is under the existing nar-
row gauge. As previously an-
nounced by the Government, the
rail frelghts will be assessed on
the original mileage and not on
the additional mileage due to de-
viations. This applies to all rail-
ways affected by the system. For
instance, trains which have to
come down Avon Valley will have
to travel a longer distance, but
we made a policy decision on this
some time ago and it will be ad-
hered to. I am not suggesting
there will be no freight increases
for ever, but as far as the cal-
culation is concerned it will be
based on the existing narrow
gauge milage anly,

MARGARINE
Revision of Quotas

12. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

How iong does he think the Aus-
tralian Agricultural Council can
continue to sweep under the car-
pet the guestion of a revision of
margarine quotas?

Mr. NALDER replied:

I expect to receive some informa-
tion from the Minister for Prim-
ary Industry in the next few days
or within a couple of weeks.

Mr. May: A couple of vears.

Mr. NALDER: No, not years. I did not
say that. Then the Agricultural
Council will be called together to
censider this aspect.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr. Cornell, leave of ab-
sence for two manths granted to Mr. Hart
(Ree) on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: THIRD DAY

Amendment to Motion

Debate resumed, from the 3rd August,
on the following motion by Mr. W. A. Man-
ning:—

That the following Address be pre-
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sented to His Excellency the Governor
in reply to the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver to Parliament:—
May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereigh,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speach you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

To which Mr. Norton had moved an
amendment—
That the following words be added
to the motion:—

But we regret the Government
has not foreshadowed any move to
abolish or sukstantially reduce the
heavy burden placed upen the
costs of production and the cost
of living throughout all country
districts by the Road Maintenance
{Contribution) Act, No. 69 of 1965.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [2.54 p.m.]:
Members will recall that the member for
Gascoyne last night moved that the fol-
lowing wards be added to the motion:—

But we regret the Government has
not foreshadowed any move to abolish
or substantially reduce the heavy
burden placed upon the costs of pro-
duction and the cost of living through-
out all eountry districts by the Road
Maintenance (Contribution) Act, Nu.
69 of 1965.

When this tax was introduced by the Min-
ister last session I mentioned that I con-
sidered the tax was an ill-conceived taxing
measure, and after seeing it in operation
for some time, T am quite convinced that
my remarks made at that time have been
proved to be correct. It was an ill-con-
ceived taxing measure.

I suppose it is fairly common for the
Opposition to criticise Government meas-
ures, and it is right that they should do
so; but, in all fairness, all members will
admit that Opposition members, as well
as those who support the Government,
fully realise that taxation is necessary in
the interests of running a country or a
State. I believe that even if what is now
the Opposition had been in power last
year it is quite possible it would have had
to look around to find some means of
raising a tax to match the matching
moneys offered by the Commonwealth in
connection with road maintenance or road
expenditure. Whether it would have
decided to asccept them or not, is purely a
matter of conjecture, but I believe that
for whatever Government is in power
taxation is something which is necessary.

Therefore I am not criticising this par-
ticular tax purely as a member of the Op-
position wishing to gain some kudos fram
the public on the grounds that he dis-
agrees with a tax being raised to main-
tain better roads.
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I believe it is an ill-conceived tax he-
cause it hits one section of Western Aus-
tralia, and an industry on which we are
extremely dependent on account of our
geographical position and size. When
introducing the measure last session the
Minister placed great importance on a
comparison of the rates and taxes and the
method of levying the tax in this State
?n(_i other States, and particularly in Vic-
oria,

I think we would be very unwise if we
were in any way to view the situation
operating in the other States in connec-
tion with this particular taxing measure.
The Eastern States, excluding South Aus-
tralia for the moment, are much more
heavily populated. All of them have much
less area to control than Western Austra-
lia and all of them have a much larger
rallway system in proportion to the size
of their States, than has Western Aus-
tralia; and they do have methods of trans-
port other than road. I think it is reason-
able to say there would be two-thirds of
Western Australia which is not serviced
by rail. It is solely reliant on heavy haul-
age, or, to a lesser degree, on shipping as
far as the coastal towns are concerned.

Therefore when this tax on heavy haul-
age was introduced it meant we were
placing & tax on a system of transporta-
tion which was the only system operating
in some two-thirds of Western Australia.
Members may want to bring Victoria into
it. Well, we know Victoria is a small State.
It is well serviced by a railway system,
and whatever taxation had to be paid on
haulage it would in the main be from the
rail stding to the point of destination
which in most cases, comparing it with
Western Australia, would be a very short
distance,

Another matter was that heavy haulage
was becoming in the Eastern States very
much a competitor of the railways. Heavy
haulage was operating from Victoria
through New South Wales to the north
of Queensland and was denying the rail-
ways in those States much of the freight
they required if they were to keep their
deficits as low as possible. One can pic-
ture not hundreds, but thousands of
vehicles pouring across the border of New
South Wales and Victoria each year, and
I have no doubt that the administrators
in Victoria thought to themselves, “Why
should these vehicles, registered in New
South Wales, be pounding away at our
roads, and we receive nothing by way of
registration fees?”

The pecple in New South Wales—the
administrative group—would he thinking
along the same lines: "“Why should we
supply roads for vehicles whose owners
pay registration taxation in Victoria?”
Consequently, in order to obtain some
compensation for the damage being done,
the Government there conceived the idea
of this road maintenance taxation. Of
course, once one State introduced it, it
would spread right through the Eastern
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States because they would want “their
little share of the pudding”, as it were.

However, here in Western Australia we
can hardly use interstate haulage as an
excuse for introducing a heavier haulage
taxation, because the amount of heavy
haulage would in no way compare with
that in the Eastern States as far as inter-
state traffic is concerned. I think the
Minister’s figures show that, up to date,
only 223 State hauliers have been involved
in this taxation sinee the Act has been
in operation.

Mr. O'Connor: That is the number who
have paid the tax.

Mr. BICKERTON: Yes. As a great
number of them have avoided payving the
taxation, I can only conclude that the
inspection staff is inadeguate at this stage.
I think the staff complement is somewhere
round about 29 and I understand that
they utilise approximately 20 tape re-
corders.

If there is anyone escaping the taxation,
I am sure the Minister would intend to
improve the administration by increasing
both the staff and the conditions of polic-
ing it. This is a matter with which I
intend to deal briefly a little later on.

However, Mr. Speaker, it does sound to
me as if we are “cutting off our noses to
spite our faces”—to use an adage—if, in
order to pick up 223 heavy hauliers from
the Eastern States, we have to tax every-
one who has a truck weighing more than
sight tons—irvespective of whether he is
carting commercially or whether it is part
of his business by which he makes his
living—right from Wyndham down to Es-
perance and right throughout the entire
length and breadth of Western Australia.

It seems quite wrong to impose this tax
just to have the satisfaction of saying that
a few—and a comparatively “small” few
when one is talking in terms of only 200—
have not escaped it. If it has been im-
posed to cateh the few, then surely it is
wrong that the State should carry this
heavy burden of road maintenance tax to
the extent of bringing it up to where it
will give the State sufficient money for
the matching moneys from the Common-
wealth. From the figures supplied by the
Minister, even at this stage it would ap-
pear that Western Australia has raised
money far in excess of the amount re-
quired for matching moneys.

We all know that the north-west—and 1
naturally dwell on this particular part of
the State because I represent that area—
entirely depends on heavy road transport.
It has always been the desire of the State
—and I am sure of this Government—to
keep down as much as possible costs in
the north-west, but the Government could
not have thought of a better method of
raising those costs than by the introduc-
tion of this road maintenance taxation on
heavy hauliers.
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There is one matter which worries me
considerably and that is in connection
with the report by Mr. Wayne on the
State transport problem. As there were
only a few coples of this report tabled, I
have read it only briefly. On page 14,of
his report under the subheading of
“Rationalising the State Shipping Ser-
vice”, Mr. Wayne refers to roag transport.
He says—
) Road pransport is steadily pushing
1t_:s way into the northern areas, par-
ticularly the North-West, along the
Coastal and Great Northern Highways
and although road freight charges
are generally much higher than ship-
ping, an increasing quantity of freight
traffic is moving by road.

A little further on, he says—
_In the present environment then, it
15 my view that State Ships could to
advantage, restrict their regular ports
of call north of Premantle to the
deepwater ports of Dampier, Port
Hedland, Broome and Wyndham and
as the demand arises, any other
major iron ore port which may in the
future come into being,

In a later sectlon of the report, Mr.
Wayne suggests that the ports of Onslow,
Point_Samson. and Derby would be ports
at which, at the earliest opportunity, ships
would not call. There is one reference
made here to Onslow; Mr, Wayne says—

There seems little reason therefore
why Onslow’s transport reguirements
should not. he catered for by road from
Geraldton, the overall distance being
552 miles,

When the Government, on the one hand,

talks of cutting off shipping to certain
areas in the north-west and of utilising
more and more road transport, and, on
the other hand, says that it is going to
raise the entire matching moneys from
a tax placed upon these heavy hauliers,
the answer surely can only be one thing:
that is, not just increased costs, but
greatly increased costs.
_ The member for Gaseoyne when speak-
ing last night on this matter, prior to
moving the amendment, mentioned that
he felt a more equitable system of raising
the tax for this matching money could
have been introduced by the Government,
During the passage of this Bill last session,
I, too, brought this matter to the notice
of the Minister. I felt that, if we must
have this tax—and if the matching money
was of such great importance to the State
—then a more equitable system of raising
it would surely be the fairest way to go
about it.

I mentioned an overall increase in regi-
stration fees. This seemed to me to be a
much fairer method. I know registration
is belng taxed fairly heavily but I have
discussed this matter with road hauliers.
During these discussions, I put forward the
proposition of whether they would prefer
to have this heavy haulage tax, as we
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know it—the road maintenance tax—or an
increase in registration. Admittedly, they
would prefer neither, but if additional tax
is necessary, the road hauliers would pre-
fer it to be included in the registration.

Obviously, from their point of view, this
is the easier method, and I would think
that the Government could take this
point of view, too. This road mainten-
ance tax has increased the road hauliers’
administration greatly because they have
to keep records of trips, loadings, mileages,
and all of those things which would norm-
ally be unnecessary to record if this tax
was an increase in registration.

Some of the drivers are people who have
had little or no scheooling. It is not always
easy for them to keep accurate records
which would enable the owner of the fleet
to compile his return for the Government.
Many of the drivers have fallen down
completely in the matter of keeping ac-
curate records. If this was a tax which
came on to their registration, this problem
would not arise, as the owners would pass
it on. As I have said previously in this
House, the problem is not so much that
they are paying a tax—whether on regi-
stration or on heavy haulage—because the
owners pass it on to the consumer. How-
ever, through this road maintenance tax,
administrative costs have been increased
and, as a result, again we have something
being passed on to the consumer.

There is also one other point which I
consider is very important. Whenever a
tax is imposed, we always find people who
are trying to discover loopholes in that
tax. Wherever there is a loophole, I sug-
gest it is human nature that people should
try to utilise it to their own advantage.

This happens, naturally, when a measure
of this kind is adopted. To prevent this
from taking place, and fto ensure that the
law is being oheyed, the Government, on
the other hand, has to create an organisa-
tion for this purpose. So there is one
fighting against the other all the time.
What adminstrative body the Government
will ultimately have to set up fo ensure
that the law in this regard is obeyed I do
not know, but I consider it will be quite
large. Even today, as we have discovered
from guestions asked of the Minister, half
a dozen clerical staff and some 10 inspec-
tors have been appointed. I should
imagine that very shortly another 10 to 12
males will be appointed to deal with the
administrative work, and two vehicles have
already been purchased.

Mr. O'Connor: No, 10.

Myr. BICKERTON: I thank the Minis-
ter for that correction, Ten vehicles have
been purchased and they cannat be
operated for notiiing, They have to be
serviced; they require fuelling, new tyres
and so on. The money for-this has to
come out of the taxpayers’ hin. It is re-
flected in the overall cost and it is money
the Government is not getting for its use.

Again, a goad deal of the fax which is
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paid by the hezavy haulage operators is
paid out by the Treasury to cover the
effects of increased charges brought about
by the tax. In many towns, particularly in
the north-west, the workers are predomi-
nantly Government-employed, and if their
cost of living increases—as it must do be-
cause of the heavy haulage tax—naturally
they, through their industrial organisa-
tions, obtain increases in salary or wages
to cover those costs. So the money is just
going arcund and around.

I realise, of course, that even if the
scheme of mereased registrations were
adopted there would be an inerease in
haulage costs. But that increase would
be spread over all the people in Western
Ausiralia who use our roads, whether they
ride motor scooters, drive Mini Minors, or
cattle trains., Surely that is a more equi-
table system of raising matching money
than placing the burden on one section of
vehicle owners, particularly when it is a
section upon which, in the main, the State
relies for its livelinood.

Naturally it is suggested as an argu-
ment in favour of the heavy haulage tax
that it is cthe heavier vehicles which do
the most damage to our roads. We can-
not argue on this point; however, if it
were not for the heavier vehicles which
cart the produce and keep the people in
the outback, I venture to suggest there
would be 110 necessity for these vroads. The
fellow who wishes to travel to Carnarvon
on a motor scooter would not be able to
use a bitumen reoad were it not for the
heavy haulage which has created the need
for such a road. Had we not progressad
from the days of the horse and cart there
would be no hitumen roads; our roads
would simply be horse and cart tracks.

So it is only reasonable that the person
who tows a caravan to Exmouth Gulf—and
I understand the Premier once said that
even if that area is not used for defence
purposes it can be turned into a tourist
resort—should contribute towards the cost
if he wishes to use a bitumen road. I see
no reason why such people should not con-
tribute to the tax which enables us to «et
the matching moneys which are used for
the provision of hifumen roads. There is
no unfairness in this tax being spread over
all forms of transport in Western Australia.

1 hope membsrs do not think I am harp-
ing on this, bui I would like to mention
briefly, once more, the fact that the col-
lection of this tax will create another huge
departinent, and that will be a liability
on the taxpayer. By that I do not mean
the employees of this department will not
be earning their wages; but further taxa-
tion will have to be levied to meet the
costs involved. I am sure it will not be
long before the Minister will be able to
prove that the system which now operates
is not good enough, and that the depart-
ment concerned has not the number of
vehicles required properly to police the
Act. Recommendations will be made te¢
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him to the effect that the department can-
nol, police the Act properly with only 10
motorears and 10 inspectors, and there-
fore another 10 of each are required. And
s0 it will go on and on, year after vear.

From what I have seen of these things,
in order to get co-ordination these people
will eventually want annual meetings of
inspectors, and so the department will
bring someone down from Wyndham by
air, and someone up from Esperance by
air, so that they can all be lectured by the
Minister on how to enforce the Act. And
s¢ it will go on and on.

The other method, proposed by the
member for Gascoyne, seems to me to be
quite simple. We already have a collec-
tion autherity and there is no need to
increase its size. No additional staff would
be required. If a clerk handles so many
returns per day now, he can handle the
same number of returns whether the words
“Five Pounds” are written cn each return,
or whether the words “Five Thousand
Pounds™ are written on it.

We already have a department which
collects fees for the registration of vehicles
and we have our police to administer it,
and eventually, I hope, that will apply
throughout Western Australia; and in say-
ing that I de not want to offend any of
my Country Party friends. However, one
day, I feel sure, the police will be admini-
stering the whole thing, and it seems
logical to me that if this matching money
is so important, as apparently it is to the
Premier, we should endeavour, as much
as possible, to cut down on the administra-
tive costs of collection.

I think the member for Gascoyne
covered quite clearly the question of the
additional costs involved and, while I
have the same set of figures in front of
me, I see no good purpose in my covering
ground that he has already so adequately
covered, and, in my view, in an effective
way. Therefore I simply support the
amendment and hope it will be carried.

MR. BURT (Murchison) (3.1% pm.): I
rise to oppose the amendment because I
do not consider the imposition of this road
maintenance tax is the tremendous burden
on the community, or on certain sections
of it, that Opposition members would have
us believe, It is interesting to note that
the two members on the Opposition side
who have spoken in support of the amend-
ment both agree that some sort of tax
is necessary if we are to obtain the match-
ing money from the Commonwealth which
is required to upgrade our roads—mainly
those in the outback parts of this State.
Their concern seems to be about the
method adopted to obtain this extra
money, which, I think, from memory is
roughly about $7,600,000 during the next
four years; and we will obtain the same
amount from the Commonwealth,

Is it not only reasonable to say that the
peaple who use Lhese roads should pay for
their upkeep and improvement, and that
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we should not bring the impost on to every
motorist in the State? I understand that
legally money collected from this tax, or
any money collected which affects inter-
state and intrastate vehicles, must he
spenf on the roads where the tax is col-
lected. In other words the vehicle pay-
ing this tax must have the money spent
on the roads it uses.

We have had it suggested to us by the
two previous speakers that this tax should
he spent over the whole of the road system
of Western Australia, which, to me, is
quite farcical, because it is the roads in
the outkack of this State which require
{he improvemeni s0 necessary {c maintain
road transport where this is in operation.

I do not think it is quite right to just
wipe off the taxing methods adopted by
the other States. We in Western Australia
should considar ourselves fortunate that
we have only just had to bear a tax such
as this. New South Wales and Victoria
have been paying it for many years.
Queensland—which I venture to state has
just as much territory not served by rail-
way lines as has Western Australia—has
had some of its outhack areas paying this
tax for quite a long time.

It is interesting to note that Lhe previous
Labor Gavernmsnt in New South Wales
found it necessary to impose a tax of 3d. a
ton per mile in addition on all vehicles
plying alongside railway lines. I think
that we in Western Australia are ex-
tremely fortunate, Whilst we have to bear
the tax it is oniy effective on vehielgs of
over eight tons. Is it such a considerahble
burden when w2 find that a 13-ton vehicie
pays a tax of only 3.08c a mile, or 30s.
per 100 miles on a load of 13 tons or more?

When the tax is considered in propor-
tion to the actual nature of the goods car-
ried by the individual carters, whether they
are a number of clients of a transport
company, or whether they are hirers of
vehicles, I do not think this tax would
come under the category of a heavy
burden. Despite what the member fo
Ciascoyne has said, I can say in all truth
fulness I have had no concerted approacl
made to me by the various committees of
the Pastoralists Association concerning
this tax.

Mr. Bickerton: I can show you a few let-
ters if you would like to read them.

Mr. BURT: I have had letters on other
features of rcad haulage, but they do not
refer to the matter with which I am
dealing, On no occasion have the various
committees of the Pastoralists Association
made an approach to me concerning this
particular tax.

Mr. Bickerton: They probably sent their
protests to the Minister for the North-
West or to the Minister for Transport.

Mr. BURT: The member for Gascoyne
referred to the different types of carting.
He mentioned praospectors.
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Mr. Bickerton:
Roehourne?

Mr. Court: Your electors are not un-
happy.

Mr. BURT: As most members know I
have a great interest in the goldmining
industry. Here 2cain the guestion of the
prospectors’ loads of ore being carted was
referred to. I do not know of any pros-
pectors who cart their ore in vehicles of
eizht tons or over. ‘There is one mine,
admittedly, in Kalzoorlie which carts its
ore two and a half miles in a 25-ton truck.

Mr. Norton: Is it exempt?

My, BURT: This mine will be faced with
an additional charze of $6,000 per an-
num because of this maintenance tax. Is
that such a tremendcus burden when we
are considering quantities of 30,000 tons
a month? T do not think it is.

It is possible, and permissible, for the
company I mentioned to make a track on
mine leases which will come within a
private category and it will not have to
pay any tax at all,

Mr, Bickerton: That will not help the
matching money.

Mr. BURT: No, but it will help the
goldmining industry. Another company
which is carting ore—the North Kalgurli
—luckily has a distance of just under
one mile to cart its ore from the shaft
to the Croesus plant, and therefore it is
exempt from this tax. Despite what my
friends on the Oppoesition benches have
said, if we could improve the roads used
in the main by the hauliers in the out-
back, we would be going a long way to-
wards improving our cartage costs rather
than having an increased burden resulting
from the imposition of this tax.

Mr. Bickerton: You are lucky to have
a railway line running through your elec-
tarate,

Mr., BURT: And I hope I always will
have this line. Reference has been made
to the Carnarvon-Geraldton road. This is
a very good example of what sealing a
read will do to reduce costs. We know
that what cost £20 per ton 20 years ago,
when the road was not sealed, has now
been reduced to £10 per ton despite the
tremendous increase in wages, fuel costs.
an so on.

If we could improve the roads in the
outback—and I do not necessarily say that
we should seal them; that would be
impossible in the case of some roads—
and if they could be upgraded sufficiently
to carry an increased quantity of goods,
the imposition of this tax would not be
felt. The bhig thing of course in adding
an additional percentage to the registra-
tion of wvehicles is that nothing will be
obtained from the interstate carters. I
understand they pay no registration fee
whatever.

Mr. Norton: The administration costs
would be twice what would be collected.

Don't you remember
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Mr. BURT: 1 doubt that, because with
the improvement to the Eyre Highway we
will have a greatly increased road cartage
system, We will still have greatly in-
creased road traffic over the beiter road
that will connect Adelaide with Perth. Al-
though we hear the Opposition say that
the tax was brought in as an impost on
interstate hauliers, actually they will get
off scot free.

Mr. Bickerton: They will use the lines
of the Minister for Railways.

Mr. Brand: They will still use the roads;
at least the Commonwealth is using that
argument.

Mr. BURT: I do go along with the
previous speakers and agree that it would
be extremely distasteful if bureaucracy
were to take over the collecting of this
tax, because we have heard of the attitude
displayed by some of the collectors to-
wards certain hauliers. That is some-
thing none of us would like {o see happen,
and 1 feel certain that the control exer-
cised by the department will obviate that
in the future.

Mr, Brand: Human nature being what
it is I suppose we must recognise the fact
that there is a little blame on hoth sides.

Mr. BURT: 1 qguite agree with the Pre-
mier in that regard, but sometimes a uni-
form is put on 2 man and he thinks he
is a dietator of the highest order.

Mr. W. Hegney: An ordinary suit with
some people,

Mr. BURT: I have nothing further to
say, but would stress that I oppose the
motion because I do not think the burden
will be as heavy as stated by the previous
speakers.

BMMER. HALL (Albany) [3.31 pm.); I sup-
port the amendment in the full confidence
that members of the Country Party must
be sitting back and holding their tongues
in their cheeks on this ocecasion.

Mr. Kelly: As usual?

Mr. HALL: There is no doubt in my mind
whatsoever that the burden of this road
maintenance tax will be added to costs
and borne by the primary industries right
throughout the State of Western Austra-
lia. In regard to the north-west, our re-
cent trip by plane over several thousands
of miles made us conscious of the long
treks that have to be taken by road.

I can easily see that the imposition of
this tax will be most devastating and
damaging to a particular industry in the
electorate represented by the member for
Gascoyne. I refer to that area of Car-
narvon, the development of which is quite
lucrative and which the Premier and the
Minister for Industrial Development are
always trying to advance., Yet we have
placed a terrific imposition on our prim-
ary industries in the form of this tax.

In the Great Southern areas, I find
hauliers are having to load this cost on
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to commodities such as grain and super-
phosphate and the farmers are so per-
turbed and disturbed they are registering
protests and making representations to
have super placed on a more economical
basis, and deliveries made easier. I ean
see no alternative other than the cost of
the road maintenance tax being loaded on
to the primary industries, which are fac-
ing tremendous freight rises today. There
is an article in today’s issue of The West
Australian which points out that farmers
are up in arms about these increased costs
and shipping charges. TUltimately, the
costs have to be horne by the primary in-
dustries.

Although we have the glamour of the
north-west before us in the processing of
iron ore and the exodus of iron ore from
our shores, we find there is an equivalent,
or perhaps greater, value in our primary
industries. The southern portion of the
State represents well over £1,000,000
turnover profit.

We must realise this area is not a hole
in the ground for a Japanese quarry as
is the north-west. When I say this I do
not condemn the Government for its atti-
tude towards the north-west, but neverthe-
less we are fostering the iron ore industry
in the nmorth, and our primary industries
in other portions of the State and the
north-west are having to carry this
burdensome road maintenance tax.

Here I would like to quote from the
report of the District and Population Com-
mittee of Victoria, which was presented
in 1963, as in Victoria some of the same
problems in regard to fransport costs are
being experienced. I quote—

Your present Committee has made
a special study of the effect upon the
distribution of population of the
existing system of transport regula-
tion. It heartily agrees with its pre-
decessor that—

If the problems of transport
costs and fransport regulation can
be solved by Government action on
an equitable basis—

I repeat: on an equitable hasis—

—with full regard to the national
interest, and with some guarantee
of contihuity of policy, then a
very great step forward will have
bheen made in removing the pre-
sent difficulfies of some country
industries,—

These are country industries, primary
industries, decentralised industries—
—and in removing the apathy or
opposition toward decentraliza-
tion from the minds of industrial-
ists generally.
That, I would say, would be applicahle to
the primary indusiries as well as to
secondary industries as they would have
to pass on any burdensome transport costs.
Looking at things in their true perspective,
we find the following article was pub-
lished last year wunder the heading
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“Country Petrol Rates.”
follows:—
Country road transport will be
significantly cheapened after October
1 by the Federal subsidy for reduc-
tion of the price of petrol and other
petroleum fuels. It is a step towards
alleviation of rural disabilities and
will assist development.

On the one hand we find the Federal
Government is trying to assist to bring
this about in the interasts of decentralisa-
tion in the far-flung areas, yet on the
other we impose a tax which must hit the
primary industries in Western Australia.
The following is from & leading article
which appeared in The Albany Adver-
tiser :—

Farmers Pay More for Transport

The introduction of the Road Main-
tenance Contribution Act combined
with the restriction of farmers' vehicle
conhcession licences has increased
farmers transport costs, according to
a spokesmen for the Farmers' Union.

Surely that must strike hard at the hearts
of members here who represent country
electorates. Our primary industries, par-
ticularly those in the north-west, need
as much assistance as they can get and
they should not be hampered or hindered
in their progress by this hurdensome tax.

This road maintenance tax will he felt
in the more closely zettled areas; and
here I should make reference to the method
of transport that is used in other parts of
the world—in Europe and America, I can
well yisualise that the policing of this tax
will become so costly that in the closer
settled areas people will turn to the pipe-
line form of transportation. This will
eliminate the observance of the by-laws
of local governments. I can visualise that
pipeline transportation within a distance
of 250 miles will be snund economicalty
and will do away with the maintenance tax.
The imposition of this tax will drive people
to adopt the pipeline form of transporta-
tion.

Grain is ailready heing transported by
that means, as is superphosphate and rock
phosphate from the ship’s side. Pipeline
transportation will eliminate maintenance
costs and the humbug and frustration of
police action; and this form of transporta-
tion will eventually come about because
of the imposition of the road maintenance
tax.

The long hauliers in the north-west will
be leit with the burden of meeting the
maintenance tax. So segregated and in-
dividualised will the tax be, that it will
be impossible for them to carry on. Other
areas with closer settlement will devise
means of transportation to avoid or dodge
this tax jmposition.

I feel that the measure should be com-
pletely examined. The amendment to the
Address-in-Reply motion has been moved
with good intent and is designed to give

It reads as
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us an opportunity to speak against this
imposition on the primary production
needs of Western Australia,

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [3.41 pm.3:
The legislation at present the subject of
this smendment to the Address-in-Reply
debate is another instance showing that
the relationship between the citizens and
the present Government is one that is ill-
wed. I would say that the offspring which
we have seen develop over these last few
years—this road maintenance tax—is ill-
conceived.

If we examined the legislation and tried
to determine what sponsored the Govern-
ment to give birth to this creature, we
could Jook at the situation as one required
to add to the funds of the road mainten-
ance concern. If this is the purpose, then
we are only participating in a vicious
circle as has been pointed out so effectively
by the member for Gascoyne and the
member for Pilbara. It is a situation
which, in turn, is causing an increase in
the cost of living, and that in turn de-
mands the injustice that there shall be
a subseguent increase in wages and sal-
aries to be commensurate—or at least en-
deavour to be commensurate—with the
increase in transport costs.

If, however, we decide that the main
purpose of the legislation is to curb the
road hauliers, I feel that we must have
second thoughts on the issue. I under-
stand that Western Australia was the last
State to introduce this legislation, exclud-
ing Tasmania, of course, which is not con-
cerned with interstate road hauliers.

Initial legislation was introduced in
Queensland and a very litigious company,
Hughes and Vale Pty. Ltd., I think, was
the first to challenge that legislation in
Queensland. That c¢ompany challenged
similar legislation in New South Wales,
and the matter finally went as far as the
Privy Council in dispute. However, a
change of form was adopted in regard to
this legislation in Victoria. It seems that
an Act was brought forward called the
Victorian Commereial Goods Act. That
Act was able to run the gauntlet of the
High Court by using the brief which had
been laid down by the Privy Council in the
New South Wales case, Hughes and Vale
p. the Commissioner o¢f Transport.
The Victorian Act contains severa]l exemp-
tions, and these exemptions were approved
by the High Court.

If the Government were sincere in its
belief that this legislation was primarily
to curb interstate road hauliers and not
so much to raise money for this road
maintenance fund—which in turn only
creates the vicious circle of rising costs-—
the Government would have paid very
careful attention to the effect of this
legislation and would have been able to
adopt, or insert into the legislation, cer-
tain exemptions which at the same time
would not have excluded the larger type
of transport, or traffic carried on by road
hautiers, but which would have diminished,
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to a great extent, the burden now being
borne by the outback citizens of Western
Australia. At present, there is no ex-
clusion whatsoever,

Sitlting suspended from 3.45 to 4.5 pm.

Mr. EVANS: Before the suspension I
was trying to outline the history of this
type of legislation, and I was referring
to the Western Ausivallan Road Main-
tenance (Contribution. -ict by pointing out
that the State Governments of Queens-
land and New South Wales, in the first
instance, in order to curb interstate road
hauljers, framed legislation which was
based on a system of licensing which was
separate from the nermal licensing of the
vehicle; and in the case of Hughes and
Vale ». The Commissioner of Transport,
I understand that when an appeal was
taken before the Privy Council that fype
of legislation was declared invalid and
ultra vires in accordance with section 92
of the Constitukion,

Using the judgment of the Privy Council
as a guide, the Victorian parliamentary
draftsmen were able to devise a piece of
legislation which, although challenged by
the interests representing the road
hauliers, was able to run the gauntlet of
the High Court and was declared valid.
This legislation is known as the Vietorian
Commercial Goods Act and, largely, it
would appear that the Western Australian
Statute is based on that Act. However,
one very important feature in the Vie-
torian Act is missing from our legislation;
that is, the exemptions which are granted
under the Victorian Statute.

Certain types of goods are exempt from
the provisions of that Act. I am unable to
tell members what those goods are because
I do not have a copy of the Victorian
Commercial Goods Act with me at the
moment. However, certain primary pro-
ducts are exempted. Although the ex-
emptions would apply if these goods were
carted by road hauliers in this State, I do
not think the road hauliers would gain
any great benefit from them.

Mr. O'Connor: They would with live-
stock.

Mr. EVANS: 1 do not know; but cer-
tain items of primary products are ex-
empted, and 1 ecannot visualise road
hauliers bringing certain lines of primary
products into this State, or taking them
out of the State; but, at the same time, if
they were exempted when applying to
people in the outback areas, there would
be a diminution of the present burden on
those people.

Section 12 of the Western Ausfralian
Road Maintenance {(Contribution) Act
provides—

12. (1) All moneys received by the
Commissioner by way of charges under
this Act shall he paid by him to the
credit of an account which shall be
opened and kept at the Treasury by
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the Treasurer and shali be called the
“Roads Mainfenance Trust Fund”.

(2) Money standing to the credit of
that FPund shall be applied only on the
maintenance of roads in the State
including grants to the Councils of
Municipalities constituted under the
Local Government Act, 1960,

That is not in accordance with the
opinion expressed by the member for
Murchison that moneys collected from
road users in a certain area shall be
devoted to, or used for, the maintenance of
roads in that particular area. It is quite
clear that the moneys collected can be
used only for road maintenance of all
roads throughout the State.

In commencing my remarks this after-
noon, I mentioned that one had to decide
the purpose of the legislation. What was
the prime factor behind the Government's
action in introducing this legislation?
Was it to garnishee more funds for this
road maintenance scheme, or was it
primarily to ask road hauliers to contri-
bute something to the upkeep of roads in
Western Australia?

I am not in a position to read the
corporate mind of Cabinet, but if it is a
fact that the prime intention of the Gov-
ernment was to have road hauliers make
some contribution to the upkeep of the
roads which they use often in unfair com-
petition with our railways, I would then
say the Government has been lacking in
not adopting the scheme which was de-
vised and which successfully became part
of the Victorian legislation, because this
would have had the effect of diminishineg,
to some exient. the burden on our people
in the outhack who depend on intrastate
rpad t{ransport.

If, however, the primary intention of
the Government was to build up this road
maintenance fund, why is it so eager to
introduce this type of legislation at this
stage when the density of intrastate road
transport does not warrant the imposition
of a tax which must be apolied at the
same rate as that which is applied to
interstate road hauliers?

The member for Murchison interjected
earlier, T understand, that such legislation
had operated for years in other States.
That is quite true, The case of Hughes
and Vale Pty. Lid. ». Gair who was then
the Premier of Queensland, came hefore
the High Court in 1954. That merely
suggests, and commonsense indicates, to us
it would be correct to assume that in 1954
the density of traffic in the major States,
they being closer to each other, was suffi-
cient to justify such legislation. But in
Western Australia, does the density of
traffic now warrant such legislation, par-
ticularly as the member for Gascoyne has
quoted the current figures which prove
that the income obtained from intrastate
road hauliers shows up in a poor light when
compared with the administration costs
of collecting the charges?

I therefore ask the Government to
examine again the wording of the amend-
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ment moved by the member for Gascoyne,
which states we regret the Government
has not manifested any intention to
abolish or diminish this road maintenance
tax. One would have to be a real
optimist, to expect the Government to
abolish this tax, but one e¢ould bhe
regarded as being reasonable in asking the
Government to have another look at the
Act with a view to its being amended to
diminish the burden that is at present
borne by people who are solely dependent
on road transport for the cartage of their
necessjties,

Up till this stage, I have not indicated
how I will vote on the amendment, so I
now intimate that I will support, the mem-
ber for Gascoyne.

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley—Minister
for Transport) [4.15 p.m.]: In moving this
amendment, the member for Gascoyne has
for his purpose the wventilating of two
points before the members of this House.
Firstly, he is asking for the abolition or
the reduction of the road maintenance tax;
and, secondly, in its place he is asking far
a surcharge to be made on the license fees
for motor vehicles throughout the State.
His intention is that this surcharge shall
be imposed on all motor vehicles, I would
like to take some little time to speak on
these points at a later stage.

Many mis-statements have heen made
this afternoon in connection with the legis-
lation. Personally I have not received a
great number of complaints regarding the
legislation, although I have received some,
as I would expect when a charge is levied.
As a matter of faet n large number of
people have indicated that they accept
this charge, because it is being applied in
the other States and they expected it to
be implemented here in Western Australia.

There are some misgivings on the im-
plementation of the legislation, because it
was said by some members that the only
reason for introducing the fax was to catch
up with the interstate hauliers. This was
never intended to be so. If members were
to go through the debate last year I am
quite sure they would find that was not
the only reason. Other reasons were given,
and I shall say something about them
later on.

Firstly. I wish to mention the reasons
for the introduction of the legisiation, and
to refer to the position that exists today.
As we all know, Western Australia receives
very favourable consideration from the
Commonwealth in regard to road funds.
The other States are very envious of West-
ern Australia and would like the method
of distribution to be altered. We must
endeavour to retain the existing system,
because in Western Australia we have
more problems in this regard than any
other State, in view of the large amount
of territory and the small population in
Western Australia. We have about 7.8
per cent. of the population of Australia
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living in Western Australia, but we re-
ceive 17.6 per cent. of the road funds.
Just imagine the plisht of the Premier at
the next Premiers’ Conference if the
Commonwealth Government were to offer
us §$8,000,000 over the next five vears as
road funds, provided Western Australia
raised a similar amount, and we did
nothing to raise this amount!

Mr. Bickerton: I did not say we should
not take the money.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I apree. Generally
members have agreed that it was necessary
to implement a tax of some sort in order
to obtain matehing money from the Com-
monwealth. In introducing the tax we
had to comply with a number of rulings
given by the High Court. One is that no
discrimination can be made between one
road user and another. Anocother ruling is
that vehicles in excess of four tons can
be taxed. However, in Western Australia
we have adopted the South Australian
method and applied the tax to vehicles
over eight tons. instead of the Victorian or
New South Wales hasis of four tons.

The member for Kalgoorlie stated that
one important feature was the exemption
given to certain primary produce in the
Victorian legislation, but not in the West-
ern Australian legislation. This brings
forward a number of complications; and
if the Victorian legislation were followed
here the cost of administration would be
considerably greater, because in Victoria
and New South Wales it is necessary for
inspectors to stop vehicles to make sure
they are carrying primary produce.

A couple of the provisions in our legisla-
tion have been left out of the Victorian
Act. Where we apply the tax to vehicles
over eight tons. Victoria applies it t{o
vehicles over four tons. In Victoria there
it no reduction in the license fee, whereas
in Western Australia a 50 per cent. re-
duction in license fees is given in respect
of vehicles which pay the road mainten-
ance charges.

At some stage during this debate it was
said that vehicles carting goods to the
north-west often return empty. ‘The High
Court took into consideration that point
when it gave a ruling that a State charg-
ing 2 road maintenance tax could give a
reduction of .37d. to .41d. per ton mile.
In giving that ruling the court considered
that wehicles over four tons caused a
disproportionate amount of damage to
the roads, and in assessing the tare weight
plus 40 per cent, it covered the back-load-
ing of these vehicles. The question of
back-loading was dealt with by the High
Court when it gave a ruling in the Arm-
strong v». Victorian Government case.

I am aware that most of us recently
went to the north by plane, but I am quite
sure many of us have also gone by road.
When traveiling by road we can see the
damage which is being done by the trucks
in the north-west—in many other parts
of the State, too. The High Court ruled that
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these vehicles caused a disproportionate
amount of damsage, Surely if they do they
should be compelled to pay something 1o-
wards maintenance. It is very doubtful
whether the charge imposed on heavy
haulage trucks is anywhere near sufficient
to compensate for the damage they cause
to the roads,
Mr. Bickerion:

the roads we use?

Mr. ©O'CONNOR: The honourable
member should be the last to say that.
He should be very grateful for the funds
which are raised to improve the roads in
his electorate.

Mr. Bickerton: ©Not if the position is
such that they cannot afford to use them.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The member for Gas-
coyne said that when this legislation was
implemented it was designed to catch up
with the interstate hauliers. This was
not the case at all, although it was one
of the reasons. There are several others,
the main one heing to raise sufficient funds
to match the money from the Common-
wealth Government for the maintenance
of the roads throughout the State. In
considering the legislation the Govern-
ment took into account other sources of
raising the required money, but it finally
decided that the road maintenance tax
was the best method to obtain it, becase
the vehicles which are damaging the roads
should be the ones to pay the cost.

Further, the Commonwealth Grants
Commission pointed out that as a
claimant State Western Australia was hot
imposing a road maintenance tax, while
hoth New South Wales and Victoria were.
This was another reason why considera-
tion was given to imposing the charge.
The member for Gascoyne gave some
figures relating to interstate hauliers. He
said that the amount which interstate
hauliers would pay tc Western Australia
was $82,842 per year.

Mr. Norton: That was the figure you
supplied.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The figures which I
gave were juggled by the honourable
member, and for that reason I wish io
put the record straight, During the week
the member for Gascoyne asked a ques-
tion as to what was the amount of road
maintenance tax obtained during the
operation of the first three months of the
Act. 1 supplied him with the figure that
had been obtained for the flrst three
months, but the honourable member
knows that in the first month’s operations
no moneys were received, and none would
be due until the 14th of the month follow-
ing the commencement of the levy. There-
fore the figure he received of $20,000-odd
applied not to three months; but he simply
multiplied that figure by four to obtam
a figure for the year's operation.

He should have multiplied that figure
hy seven or eight to give him the total for
thhe year. He did not take into account

Do we have to pay for
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tinat no funds were received during the
first month, or that delay was experienced
m receiving the charges from interstate
hauliers. The money commenced to flow
in from the 14th May last, but the Act was
put into operation on the 1st April. Surely
the honourable member does not expect
the road hauliers to pay in the money
before they start to carry the goods!

Mr. Bickerton: He was making a com-
parison with the amount raised locally
from the tax.

Mr. O'CONNOR: He gave a figure of
$82.000, and that figure was arrived at by
multiplying by four the figure which I
gave him.

Mr. Norton: That is correct.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The figure which I
gave him should have been multiplied by
at least six. Apparently he did not take
into consideration the information given
in the answer to his question that we had
not received payment up to that stage from
110 operators. Surely he knows we will
receive payment from them! Where suffi-
cient notice has been given we intend to
take the necessary action against inter-
state hauliers who fail to pay.

Mr, Bickerton: If you can find them.

Mr. O’CONNOR: In this respect we are
receiving the assistance of the authorities
in the Eastern States who have imple-
mented similar legislation in order to
determine the ownership of the vehicles
involved.

Mr. Bickerton: What is the situation in
respect of a toll ¢n the east-west road?

Mr O’CONNOR: That question is not
related to the amendment before us, If
I were to refer to it I would be diverting
too far frem the subject matter. We are
now dealing with the road maintenance
tax, and I shall continue to do so. The
fizures given by tihhe member for Gascoyie
were not correct. The figure of $82,000-
odd given by him as the total amount that
wil! be raised this year is at least 100 per
cent. below the estimate. In the initial
stages it is not easy to assess how much
will be raised, because we have to take into
account seasonal conditions and other
factors. These could alter quite consider-
ably the amount which will be eventually
raised from the tax.

The member for Gascoyne said the ad-
ministration eosts would be hard to esti-
mate. He said—

As a matter of fact, last session I
estimated they would be in the vicinity
of £75,000, or $150,0600, and the mem-
ber for Mt, Marshall interjected and
said my figure was far too low. I now
agree that that is so when I see the
number of people who have to be em-
ployed in respect of this tax and the
number of vehicles and other things

- that have to be supplied.

During the debate on the Bill on
the 28th October, 1965, when the mem-
ber for Gascoyne made the comment
to which I have just referred, I indicated
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that I thought the cost of administration
in the Bastern States was in the vicinity of
7+ per cent. The honourable membher said
that in his opinion it would be between 10
and 15 per ceni. The member for Mt.
Marshall then said it could be a bit higher,
and the member tor Gascoyne agreed.

I have made a check on this and it
appears that the administration costs in
connection with this Act are not 15 per
cent., 10 per cent., or 74 per cent. At this
stage it appears that the annual cost will
be in the vicinity of % per cent. of the
collections from this particular charge. Ii
50, and it appears quite likely that it is so,
this will be the best of any State in Aus-
tralia.

I would just like to say also that in go-
ing through Hensard I was unable to find
where the Premier or I made any quote as
to the exact figure which would be gained
from this road maintenance charge.

Mr. Brand: Something was said in the
Budget speech I think,

Mr. O'CONNOR: Mention was made of
what we expected to achieve in the first
two or three months. but nothing was said
as to what we thought we would obtain in
the first 12 months.

Mr. Bickerton: You must have thought
it would be in excess of £700,000, surely?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I will quote a couple
of statements made and a couple of other
flieures which will indicate that at this
early stage it Is not easy to indicate what
we will get.

Mr. Norton: Have you locked at the
Premier’s Estimates speech?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Yes. The member for
Gascoyne has indicaied that what we
should do in connection with this particular
charge is to make it a further charge on
the license fees of vehicles. This is a rather
startling statement from a member of the
Qpposition who is always saying they are
looking after the little man and that they
want big companies to pay their fair share.

Mr. Bickerton interjected.

Mr. Q'CONNCR: If we do what the
member for Gascoyne suggested and take
this charge from the hauliers and put it
on the licensees, the charge will be taken
from the iron ore companles and those
other companies carting goods to the north.

In those circumstances we would have
the little man, who has a car perhaps on
hire purchsse and who would he battling
along from week to week paying the extra
$4.00, or whatever it is. The honourable
member said that was not very much. It
might not be to him but to some of those
whom I have mentioned it might be quite
a lot.

Mr. Norton: What about the extra cost
of living for the little man in the north?

Mr. O'CONNOR: That is a good ques-
tion. In the north-west, as the member
for Gascoyne knows, people are treated
better than those in any other part of the
State. There is a bhitumen road right
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through to Carnarvon. Last year I quoted
figures that applied prior to the bituminis-
ation of that particular road—figures of
the cost of carting a ton of goods from
Carnarvon to Perth and it was consider-
ably higher than it is now.

Mr. Bickerton interjected.

Mr. O'CONNOR: It was still higher
than it is now.

Mr. Bickerton: It is not only the road
that contributes to that.

Mr. Brand: The road enables bigger
vehicles to be used.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The member for Pil-
bara said it is not only the road which
contributes to this. I would like to quote
from a book I have here, called The
Cost of Operating Buses and Trucks on
Roads with Different Surfaces in Africa.
These people tested vehicles over 7,000,000
miles to find out the cost of operations on
bitumen and unsurfaced roads.

Mr. Hawke: Was that in South Africa?
Mr. O'CONNOR: Yes.
Mr. Hawke: That is a pretty big place.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Yes. The names of
the places where the testing was done are
Zambia, Rhodesia, Malawi, Kenya and
Uganda. This book is available for any
member who would like to look at jt. It
gives the cost of operations on unsurfaced
roads in those places and it was exactly
twice as much on an unsurfaced road as
on a bitumen road, yet the member for
Pilbara says that bituminisation does not
make such a vast difference.

Mr. Bickerton: If trucks are made for

good roads, of course the cost will be higher
on had roads.

Mr. O'CONNOR: As I said previously we
have already had proof of this in connec-
tion with the transport of goods to Car-
narvon where because of bituminisation—
and I repeat, because of bituminisation—

Mr, Bickerton: And because of increased
population and productivity!

Mr. O'CONNOR: --the cost of carting
to that area is considerably less today
than it was 15 vears ago. We must bear
in mind that since 1950 we have had in-
creases in almost everything—in the cost
of motor vehicles, fuel, labour, repairs,
mainienance, and everything else. Yet
the honourable member says it does not
make any difference! I do not know what
could convince him. He could have a look
at this book to see if that will convince
him, If ihat doesn’t, I don't know what
will.

Mr, Bickerton: The honourable member
did not say it did not make any difference.
Stick to the facts!

Mr. Brand: You said something like
that!

Mr. O'CONNOR: The member for Gas-
coyne quoted certain details regarding
bananas and various vegetables being
carted from Carnarvon and then went on
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to say that because of the road mainten-
ance charge, the prices had gone up quite
a lot. I will not quote him, but I checked
this maorning in connection with this point.
What the member for Gascoyne did not
tell us was that the cost of carting ban-
anas and the various other goods from
Carnarvon to Perth is less now than it
was in December last year. Tenders have
heen called for that coniract and the
tenders are less than they were last year.

I have some information in connection
with this, and in the case of beans the
rate prior to the l14th February, 1966 was
the equivalent of 1.04c per lb. With the
advent of road maintenance charges the
rate ts 1.0le per b, which is a reduc-
tion of (.03c per lb. I know this is not
a great reduction, but the position is ex-
actly the same on various other items.

Another point I said I would return to
later is in connection with the estimate
of what we would receive. We are not
in a position to know what we will get
for 8 year, and anyone who tries to make
an estimate is only guessing. All sorts of
figures can be worked out, but we do not
know at this stage what we will achieve.
In connection with this I would like to
say that in this State aver the last three
vears, and particularly over the last three
months, the ton miles operated have in-
creased.

In 1963-64 the total ton miles operated
under permit amounted to 13,5635,551.
There was 4 very steep increase in 1964-
65 when the figure was 24,984,994. For
the last three months—April, May, June—
which represent the first three months of
the implementation of this legislation, al-
ready 14,686,716 ton miles have been op-
erated under permit in this State by road
hauliers. In other words, for the Ilast
three months there have been more ton
miles operated under permit for this State
than there were for 1963-684.

Naturally part of this could have been
brought about because there has been a
large wheat haulage, and because other
seasonal conditions and movements in the
north-west have also had their effect. I
am sure no member here would say that
would be a normal figure and that it will
be the rate from now on.

The member for Gascoyne asked what
the Premier said in his speech and I will
read a little from his speech because I
think it is quite relevant at this stage.

Mr. Hawke: The Minister had better
read the lot.

Mr. O'CONNOR.: I would have thought
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
would have read the speech as he is so
interested in the legislation. I realise I
have just demoted the member for Nor-
tham. From the Budpet speech which
appears in Hansard on the 5th October,
1965, I quote the following:—

In fact, it has been calculated that
the short-fall will approximate no less
a sum than £3,800,000 between the 1st
July, 1965, and the 30th June, 1969,
when the current agreement expires.
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The Government has therefore de-
cided to introduce certain measures
in order to increase the volume of
money available for road works.

The estimated additional yield for 1965~
66 from the proposed measures is given
on page 1165, column 1. There was no
indication of what was to be received for
the full year.

It has been stated that some local
authorities would suffer very largely.
This is not the case. I feel that not one
local authority will suffier financially
through the implementation of this legis-
lation and the Traffic Act amendments
which were made at the same time. It is
interesting to note from figures I received
today that the average amount recelved by
local authorities for license fees throughout
Westetrn Australia for this last year was
up 17 per cent. on the previous year.

Once again, if a local authority received
less for road funds because of this par-
ticular legislation and the Traffic Act
combined, than it had the previous year,
I am quite sure the Government would be
prepared to study the matter to see what
could be done about it. It is interesting
also to know that in 1963 we received
£1,060,000 from the Commonwealth for
matching money for road funds. In 1965-
66 it was £2.120,000, and in the following
year—this year—we will reeeive $3,180.000.

In 1963-64 the local suthorities received
127 per cent. of this fund. In other words,
because of the amount we reeceived and
because of the arrangement with the
Commonweaith, we paid out aii that
money to the loeal authorities pius 27 per
cent. of our own funds. In 1964-65 they
received a further 23 per cent. increase,
and for this year the local authorities
will receive approximately 75 per cent.
more money than they did in 1963-64
from this particular source.

I do not think anyone here will dis-
agree on the importance of attracting
necessary money for matching funds, be-
cause if any State needs road funds,
Western Australla is that State. I think
from the figures given there is a clear
indication that the establishment of bet-
ter roads in any area does reduce the
cost of transport. Anyone who has a
motorcar and who moves around the
country will know that if his car travels
over an unsurfaced road and goes over
a decent sized bump he wonders how
much has gone out of his pocket.

Mr. Bickerton: That is a good argu-

gﬁ?nt as to why they should help pay for
s,

Mr. O'CONNOR;:; Another point I
would like to make before concluding
concerns the fact that a lot of people
maintain that the metropolitan area is
getting a lot of this fund. I made a
further check on this, and of the road funds
collected about 60 to 65 per cent. of
the fuel tax and other funds are paid by
the metropolitan area, but in the last
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two years approximately 90 per cent. of
the funds have gone to country areas and,
last year, approximately 28 per cent. went
to the north-west.

I do not disagree with this, because
surely we must endeavour to give bhetter
facilities to those people in the remote
areas of the State. It is up to us to en-
deavour wherever possible to make more
money availabie to improve the roads to
provide better conditions.

I do not agree with the amendment of
the member for Gascoyne for several
reasons, I do not think the private
motorist should be made to pay this par-
ticular c¢harge when the money will
benefit the heavy hauliers. Therefore I
oppose the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes—18
Mr. Blekerton Mr. Kelly
Mr. Brody Mr, Moir
Mr. Davies Mr, Norton
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Graham Mr. Sewell
Mr. Hall Mr. Toms
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin
Mr. W. Hezney Mr, May
(Teiler)
Noes—23
Mr. Bovell Mr. Lewls
Mr. Brand Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Burs Mr. Marghall
Mr. Court Mr. Micchell
Mr. Cralg Mr, Nalder
Mr. Crommelln Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Dunn Mr. O’'Conunor
‘Mr. Durack Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Elltott Mr. Runciman
Mr. Gayfer Mr. Rushton
Mr. Grayden Mr. Willlams
Mr. Guthrie Mr. I, W, Mannine
®r. Hutchlnson {Teller )
Pairs

Aves Noes
Mr. Rowberry Mr. Hart
Mr. J, Hegney Dr. Henn

Amendment thus negatived.

The SPEAKER: I should like to suggest
to the House that, during divisions, the
seat which is normally occupied by the
member for Cockburn should be left un-
occupied, if possible, in order to consider
his convenience,

Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR. TONKIN (Melville—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [4.50 pm.]: T regret
it was not possible for me to be present
to hear His Excellency the Governor de-
liver the speech which it is his function
to make at the opening of Parliament.

I take this opportunity of congratulating
the officers of the House who have, since
the last session, been promoted. I have no
doubt whatever that they will carry out
their duties with credit to themselves and
satisfaction to the members of this House.

There are some matters with which I
desire to deal on this debate, the first
being the matter of the exchange of land
between the Government and the Univer-
sity to make possible the construction of a
new training college which is very urgently
needed. In The West Australian of the
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30th March of this year, I was astonished
to read—I repeat, astonished—that the
Premier had said that the Government was
not committed on reclamation. I propose
to read this statement because I think I
can prove that it is false, The statement
reads-— .
Brand Says Govt. Not Committed
On Reclamation

The land exchange agreed on bhe-
tween the university and the Educa-
tion Department did not commit the
government to any reclamation of the
Swan River, Premier Brand said yes-
terday.

The exchange—to enable construc-
tion of a new teacher’s training col-
lege at Hallywood—neither depended
on nor involved reclamation of the
river.

Construction of the new college, on
a nine-acre site at the corner of
Stirling-highway and Hampden-read,
was scheduled to begin in a few weeks,

Mr Brand said the reclamation issue
was related purely to the future re-
alignment of Hackett-drive, which
would eventually be necessary whether
the university held the extra land or
not.

The realignment of Hackett-drive
could require some reclamation and
this would be considered in due course.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is right.
Mr. TONKIN: The article continues—

The amount of reclamation neces-
sary would be determined by the
standard proposed for the new road.

It now seemed possible to get a
reasonable realignment for the road
by reclaiming from the river much
less than the 184 acres proposed.

Mr Brand said the government still
intended to present to pariiament this
year legistation reducing the amount
of river reclamation that could be
done without parliament’s consent.

Because I could not possibly see how
this statement could be factual, I. myself,
made & statement to the Press about the
matter and I propose to read it to the
House in order to show that what I said
then was completely right. I quote—

Deputy Opposition Leader J. T.
Tonkin said today that he was aston-
jshed—in view of known facts—at
Premier Brand’'s latest statement on
river reclamation at Nedlands.

The Premier sald yesterday that the
land exchange agreed on between the
University and the Education Depart-
ment *“neither depended on nor in-
volved reclamation” of the Bwan.

Mr Tonkin sald that under the date
of March 15, 1861 the University Reg-
istrar (in acknowledging a letter from
the Education Minister dated Febru-
ary 22, 1961) had expressed the Uni-
versity’s appreciation of Cabinet’s de-
ciston in agreeing to an exchange of
land.
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The Registrar’s letter re-stated the
conditions laid down by the Govern-
ment as follows:

The Government agreed it would, on
request by the University, when the
University was ready to develop the
Crawley site—

® Return the three acres of land
south of the Crawley site.

® Proceed with the proposed recla-
mation of at least 9.5 acres from south
of the University campus and transfer
not less than nine acres to the Uni-
versity.

® Re-align Hackett-drive to
south of this land.

Mr Tonkin said that on September 8
last year, Works Minister Hutchinson
itrﬁfc;,rmed Premier Brand in Cabinet

at:

“The key to the finalisation of land
exchange areas involves the re-align-
ment of Hackett-drive between Mounts
Bay-rd. and Broadway, and the south-
ern boundary of this alignment deter-
mines the area of land required to be
reclaimed from the river.”

Mr Tonkin asked today: “Has the
Government repudiated its assurance
to the University?”

I took advantage of the first opportunity
available to me to question both the Pre-
mier and the Minister for Works regard-
ing this land exchange. In order that
the position may be properly under-
stood, I refer to the fact that there
was a clause in the Reserves Bill, 1957,
which made provision for the excision
from Reserve No. 17375 of a certain
area of land under the control of the
National Parks Board and this land was
to be included in the area to be utilised for
a training college. The Road Closure Bill
of the same year also provided for the
closure of that part of Hackett Drive which
separated the 3 acres 3 roods and 23
perches of University land which had been
taken for the training college site and the
additional land from Reserve No. 17375,
which would make a total areg with Hack~
ett Drive of 11 acres 3 roods and 28 perch-
es.

That was an accomplished fact and, at
the time, the area to ke required for the
deviation of Hackett Drive was also sur-
veyed and was {0 be seen on plan No.
6430, it involved an area of 2 acres 2 roods
and 6 perches. Now, all of the foregoing
was arranged and provided for in the leg-
islation of 195%7. It has bheen admitted to-
day that that proposed realignment has
not been modified or altered. Consequently
this is where it is intended the new Hack-
ett Drive is to go.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Yes, if it is going
to be built at the standard at which the
Main Roads Department engineers think
it should be.

Mr. TONKIN: I am referring to what
is shown in plan No. 6430 which, accord-

the
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ing to the Minister today, has not been al-
tered. Perhaps we should get the record
straight. Today I asked a guestion of the
Minister for Works which was No. 41 on
the notice paper. This question was in
several parts and I quote section (6) for the
purpose of getting the record straight—

Have plans to deviate Hackett Drive
—through the surveyed area excised
from Reserve AL17375 and shown col-
oured dark brown on Lands and Sur-
veys original plan No. 6430—been
modified or abandoned?

The Minister’s answer was---

Plan No. 6430 has not been modified
but agreement has been reached be-
tween the University and the Gov-
ernment, the University undertaking
to refrain from building in certain
areas so as to provide for a future re-
alignment of Hackett Drive.

All that verbiage has nothing whatever
to do with the road as shown in plan No.
6430, which plan was drawn up in 1957. 1
asked this further question—

Does the proposed re-alignment of
Hackett Drive involve some recla-
mation of the Swan River, irrespect-
fve of the standard of the road to he
constructed?

It will be noted that the Minister adroit-
ly dodged the question. The gquestion I
now pose is: As this proposed deviation
is on land already existing, and it is not
to be modified, why is any reclamation of
the river invelved?

Mr. Ross Huichinson: Do you want me
to answer it now?

Mr. TONKIN- If the Minister would be
s0 good, and the Acting Speaker (Mr.
Crommelin) will permit him to do so.

Mr. Ross Hutchinsen: If I am brief
enough he will allow me. It was to allow
some play room between the river and the
road.

Mr. Hawke: Play room?
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Grass verge.

Mr. TONKIN: Through the courtesy of
the Premier I have a plan showing the
location of this deviation and there seems
to me to be acres of play room available
on the river side of the drive—acres of
it. Have a look at it! So that does not
seem to be a feasible explanation.

I amn wondering whether the National
Parks Board which, when the Labor Gov-
ernment was in office, insisted that it had
to be compensated for any land taken
from its reserves, has adopted a similar
attitude with regard to this Government
on this matter; or whether it has been
browbeaten into submission. It has been
recreant to its trust if it allowed this
recreational area—this “A”-class réserve—
to he taken from it and given to the Uni-
versity without having it replaced in some
way by the Government.
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There was a clear understanding, when
this matter was previcusly dealt with by
the Labor Government and the necessary
amendment to the Act made in order to
give effect to this proposal, that the re-
clamation of the Swan River, which was
involved in the proposition, was in order
to give back to the National Parks Board
?n artie? of land equivalent to that taken
rom it.

Mr. Ross Hufchinson: So you did
approve of the reclamation of 11 acres.

Myr. TONKIN: No, I would not say that
is literally true.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You approved it.

Mr. TONKIN: What I did approve of
at the time was a proposal which envisaged
that if certain land which was to be set
aside were required for a training college
—and in order to give effect to that pro-
posal some five acres odd were taken from
this recereation reserve—then a reclama-
tion of the river would take place in order
to provide the requisite land to compensate
the National Parks Board.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Actually—

Mr. TONKIN: That is as far as I went.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Actually far
more—

Mr. TONKIN: Never mind about that
“actually far more”! This Government is
going ahead with a proposition which, if
it did the decent thing by the National
Parks Board, as we proposed to do, would
involve the Government in a considerably
greater area of reclamation than is now
contemplated: but apparently the Govern-
ment is reducing the amount of reclama-
tion of the Swan River because it is
taking—

My, Ross Hutchinson: You cant win
with you.
Mr. TONKIN: —without recompense,

this erea from an ““A”-class reserve under
the control of the National Parks Board.
This is something which I have never
heard of being done previously, and I very
much doubt whether it was done without
a very strong protest from the National
Parks Board.

Mr. Bovell: What does it matter? The
Chairman of the National Parks Board and
the Chairman of the Swan River Conserva-
tion Board are one and the same person.
S0 I am quite sure he jis in agreement
with everything the Government is doing.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course!

Mr, Hawke: He would probably get the
sack if he was not.

Mr. TONKIN: If he is—

Mr. Brand: Things have not altered,
anyway.

Mr. TONKIN. —I say, without the
slightest hesitation, it is time he was
replaced.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What nonsense!
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Mr. TONKIN: Because the National
Parks Board is the custodian of the "A”-
class reserves in this State and we expect—

Mr. Bovell: No it is not. Parliament is.

Mr. TONKIN: Subject to Parliament.
We expect that board will jealously safe-
guard the recreational areas under its
control.

Mr. Hawke: Hear, hear!

Mr. TONKIN: And when we were the
Government so it did, because it insisted
that if we were to excise this area from
its recreational reserves it would have to
be compensated.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:
of the river.

Mr. TONKIN: That is so: by additional
land.

Mr. Ross Hulchinson: By more than was
required—something about which you
criticised this Government,

Mr. TONKIN: Since the Liberal Govern-
ment has been in office it has heen noted
on the file, in response to a request from
the University, that the Government
agreed to the reclamation of nine acres
from the river. Does the Minister deny
that? Because when he signed his minute
to Cabinet he pointed out to his Cabinet
that this nine aeres was somewhat short
of the 10 acres mentioned in the law, and,
if he took this to Parliament. Parliament
might not agree. Therefore he recom-
mended to Cabinet, and Cabinst aceepted
his recommendation, that the University
should be told that the Government would
reclaim this area from the river in order
that this deal could go through. That is
all recorded.

Mr. Brand:
is on the file.

Mr. TONKIN: That settles that. I now
come back to the Premier’s statement
which, it must be acknowledged, was made
in arder to mislead.

Mr. Brand: It was nothing of the sort.

Mr. TONKIN: We will see.

Mr. Brand: It was a factual statement
which will be carried out.

Mr., TONKIN: It was not a
statement at all.
Mr. Brand: It was.

Mr. TONKIN: The land exchanged with
the University includes the area of Hackett
Drive which is to be closed; so there will
then be no Hackett Drive at all. It has
already been agreed, in aceordance with
the answer given, that the total of 11
acres 3 roods 28 perches includes 2 acres
2 roods 6 perches of what is now Hackett
Drive, So that has been ceded ta the
University.

The Premier said, “If you are content
with some low-standard road then recla-
mation won't be necesary. But if you
want a =zood standard road it will be.

By reclamation

The same as the 11 acres

factual
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That is not the position at all, because
the deviation preposed in 1957 is still to
be the deviation. It has been admitted
today that the plan has not been modi-
fied, and so when one brings forward this
suggestion that. “it is only if you want
a good standard road that reclamation
is necessary” then obviously one is doing
it only in order to mislead.

Mr. Brand: That is not so at all.
nothing of the sert.

Mr. TONKIN: That is so because no land
at all remains for Hackett Drive; it has all
been given to the University.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Why did you sug-
gest 11 acres to your Cahbinet?

Mr. TONKIN: That has nothing to do
with this point—the point whether the
Premier told the truth or not.

Mr. Brand: Come off it!

Mr. TONKIN: The Premier said—
Mr. Brand: The Premier told the truth.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You shift from
point to point as it suits you.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister can inter-
ject as much as the Acting Speaker (Mr.
Crommelin) will permit him to do and
it will not worry me.

Mr, Ross Hutchinson: I don't think you
worry anybody except that you shift about
50 much.

My, TONKIN: To come back to this mat-
ter, if one looks at the plan and reads
the answers given by the Premier and the
Minister one can see straightaway that
what is now a portion of Hackett Drive has
been given to the University. That in-
volves the provision of some additional
land somewhere for Hackett Drive, the
plan for which has not been modified.
When I asked the question—

Does the proposed realignment of
Hacketlt Drive involve some recla-
mation of the Swan River irrespect-
tive of the siandard of the road to be
constructed?

the answer was—

To provide a deviation of Hackett
Drive comtmensurate with modern
design and safety standards will re-
quire the reclamation of approximately
four acres from the Swan River.

As the existing part of Hackett Drive is
being given to the University a deviation
of any size will require a reclamation of
the Swan River; but the deviation is to
be in accordance with the plan of 1957.
Therefore, when the Premier says that the
Government is not committed on reclama-
tion, he is not telling the true position
at all.

My, Brand: That is not so.

MR. TONKIN: I object to anyone in
the position of Premier of the State de-
liberately misleading the peaple on the
issue.

It is
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Mr. Brand: Mr. Acting Speaker, that
is a straightout lie.

Mr, TONKIN: Well there it is!
Mr. Graham: That was nice language.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Premier will not—
Mr. Brand: I will prove it.

Mr. TONKIN: That will be most in-
teresting. This afternoon we had the
Minister answering a question and saying
that reclamation of the river will be in-
volved and the Premier saying he will
prove it will not.

Mr. Brand:; I am saying that reclama-
tion is not involved in the exchange of
land with the University in tespect of the
Teachers’ Training College.

Mr. TONKIN: I will read it again. Tt
s5ay5—

The land exchange agreed on bhe-
tween the University and the Educa-
tion Department did not commit the
Government to any reclamation of the
Swan River. The exchange—to en-
able construction of a new teachers’
training college at Hollywood—neither
depended on nor involved reclamation
of the river,

I say it does.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is the standard
of the road.

Mr. TONKIN: It has nothing whatever
to do with the standard of the road, be-
cause the existing road is io be closed and
given to the Unlversity. That leaves no
Iand.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It does. A road
can be put around. You just do not know
what you are talking about.

Mr. TONKIN: We will see.
Mr. Brand: All right. We will see.

Mr. Ross Huchinson: I feel sorry for vou
for having to put up such a story.

Mr. Hawke: You have quietened the
Minister for Works anyway.

Mr. TONKIN: Those are the facts. It
is just a play upon werds to try to prove
otherwise.

Now, I propose to deal with another
question to show how much reliance one
can place upon the word of Ministers.
You will recall, Mr. Acting Speaker {(Mr.
Crommelin), that in 1964 the Minister for
Industrial Development brought a Bill to
this House for the purpose of allowing
Broken Hill Pty. Coy. Lid. to export iron
ore from Yampi Sound, In order properly
to appreciate this situation, it is necessary
to go into the history of it a liftle, In 1952
a Bill was brought to this House to give
to Broken Hill Pty. Coy. Ltd. these very
rich deposits of iron ore in Yampi Sound.
When there was considerable opposition
to it the then Minister for Industrial De-
velopment said, “The apreement provides
that the company will not export iron ore
from Australia.”

The then Premier, a very honourable
gentleman—Sir Ross McLarty—said, *We

(7
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are not giving away any birthright., The
ore will be used in Western Australia.”
That situation was accepted; B.H.P. got
the very valuable deposits, and made no
attempt to export. Then we came to 1964,
and the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment introduced a Bill to enable Broken
Hill Pty. Coy, Ltd. to export. I want mem-
bers carefully to note the choice of words
of the Minister for Industrial Development,
and I quote from page 2937 of Hansard,
vol. 3, of 1964 as follows:—

The prime purpose of the agree-
ment is to arrive at an arrangement
which will mean the development of
the major limonite iron ore deposits
in the Deepdale area.

That was the prime purpose, and on that
prime purpose Parliament was asked to
lift the embargo on the export of iron
ore from Yampi and permit B.H.P. to carry
out the development of Deepdale.

But the Minister pointed out that the
company was very concerned about the
situation and the fact that it might be
said it was getting an unfair advantage
over other companies which were en-
deavouring to sell iron ore at the time.
Accordingly I now quote from page 2938—

Subsequently, B.H.P. agreed that, in
an effort to remove any suggestion
that the limited exports from Yampi
might prejudice the interests of other
companies which have iron ore de-
posits in the north, and are negotiat-
ing for contracts with the Japanese,
it would ask for no exports during
the period that Deepdale is being de-
velnped and ready for produection.

As previously stated, this will be a
minimum period of four years, he-
cause it is a major engineering
undertaking. It is reasonable to as-
sume that, by that time, other com-
panies will have established them-
selves.

Parliament agreed to that in the belief
that in a matter of some three or four years
export from Yampi would proceed after
B. H. P. had carried out its obligations in
connection with Deepdale, which was the
prime purpose of the Bill. The prime pur-
pose of the Bill was not to let B.H.P. ex-
port iron ore—not so far as the Minister
told the House anyhow—the prime pur-
pose of the legislation was the development
of Deepdale, in order to ensure that B.H.P.
would be encouraged by being allowed
to expert iron ore from Yampi. To em-
rhasise that point I again quote the Min-
ister’s words on page 2938 when he said—

In considering this question it
should be tealised that there is little,
if any, prospect of unprocessed Deep-
dale ore being exportable direct to
overseas eountries by BHP. It re-
quires processing before it will find a
market as a blast furnace feed.

Then the Minister said—still from the
same page—

It was thought reasonable to discuss
with the company ways in which the
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Yampi deposits might be made to
assist to a limited degree.
That is to assist in the development of
Deepdale, which was the primary purpose
of the legislation. I now quote from page
2939, and it is still the Minister for Indus-
trial Development speaking—

It could be that when it has de-
veloped Deepdale, the Commonwealth
will persist with its policy in respect
of Yampi, Koolyanobbing, and Middle
Back Range, and the provisions of our
agreement, which take the State re-
strictions off Yampi and Koolyanob-
bing, would be of no practical ad-
vantage to BHP. This is a risk it
has to take.

I again emphasise that its commit-
ment te go on with large-scale pro-
cessing in this State would continue,
even though the Commonwealth per-
sisted with its ban on the deposits I
have mentioned.
page 2940 we find the following:—

1t is more important to conecentrate
the development on Deepdale rather
than have dispersed activities.
Further on page 2940 we find the follow-
ing:—

It is desirable that such a company
be established in our northern iron
ore area.

And finally he said—

It is on a filrmer basis than any
other agreement we have brought for-
ward because they always meet their
commitments.

What were these commitments? To go
on with the mining of low grade ore at
Deepdale?

Mr. Court: Are you not prejudging an
issue? Why do you always assume an
Australian company will not meet its com-
mitments? It has always done better
than it has promised, and this is an Aus-
trzlian company.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not think I claimed
anything else,

Mr. Court: I do not know why you have
such a perpetual hate of Australlan com-
panies.

Mr. TONKIN: I believe when Parlia-
ment is told something it is entitled to
accept it in good faith, and Ministers have
no right to puit confidence tricks over
Parliament.

Mr. Court: You are being insulting.
There has been no confidence trick there,
This matter has been clearly stated and
accepted,

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister is entitled
to get up and say whether I am wrong.
The prime purpose of the 1964 Bill was to
establish something at Deepdale.

Mr. Court: That is true. It is elearly
stated.

On
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Mr. TONKIN: Now we come (o 1965. I
quote from Hansard, vol. 3 of 1965 where
the Minister said—

It is pertinent to point out—and
I want to emphasise this in view of
the interjection by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, who has apparently
overlooked this point—that under
clause 20 of the 1964 agreement it was
foreshadowed in that agreement that
when the Deepdale development was
completed by B.H.P. the ban on export
so far as Staie approval is concerned
would he lifted.

We must not lose sight of that fact, be-
cause later on the Minister for Industrial
Development will try to tell us something
different. He said it is pertinent to paint
out, and he wanted to emphasise this, that
under clause 20 of the 1964 agreement it
was foreshadowed in that agreement that
when the Deepdale development was com-
pleted by BH.P. the ban on export so far
as State approval was concerned would
be lifted.

Whatever adjective one might be
tempted to apply to the Minister for In-
dustrial Development—and I know several
which would be most appropriate—naive
is not one of them.

I refuse to believe that the Minister
is so naive as to bhelieve that the Broken
Hill Pty. Coy. Lid. has any intention of
meeting, within the time specified, its
commitments with regard to Deepdale. I
very much doubt whether there is, in this
Legislative Assembly, anyhody so naive as
to believe that, in view of the announce-
ments which have been made, one of which
was that the companies which are now
formed into a consortium to develop Mt.
Whaleback, told the Japanese it cannot
be done lower than 13.8c per ferrous unit
because the price quoted with regard to
pellets at Robe River was an uheconomic
price.

If ihe Broken Hill Pty. Coy. Ltd. is
permitted to export iron ore from Yampi,
and continues to do so, would it be in-
terested in this low-grade stuff from
Deepdale? 1In this morning's paper, this
appeared under the heading ‘“Japanese
Want Yampi Ore’—

Tokyo, Wednesday—Six Japanese
steel firms today offered to buy
600,000 tons of Yampi Sound iron ore
from Broken Hill Ptv. Co. Ltd. over
3% years.

The price—12.75 U.S. cents for each
per ¢ent of iron content in a ton of
ore—is the same as that received by
BHP. for its trial shipments to
Japan of 100,000 tons of ore earlier
this year.

The offer, announced by the Puji
Iron and Steel Co., was in reply to an
offer by B.H.P. to supply the Japanese
steel mills with annual shipments ris-
ing from 500,000 tons to 1,000,000 tons
of ore over five years.
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It is incredible that a company which
has now gained the right to export this
readily accessible iron ore from Yampi
will commit itself to the expenditure in-
volved in meeting its obligations under the
Deepdale agreement.

Mr. Court; Do you ever stop to think
that its commitments under Mt Newman
might be greater?

Mr. TONKIN: This company must be
pretty certain that whatever it does it
will get the concurrence of the Govern-
ment, because I want to remind you, Mr.
Acting Speaker (Mr. Crommelin) that
under the Deepdale agreement the com-
pany is under an obligation, by December
1969, to present its plans for the develop-
ment of Deepdale, which, of course, it will
not do.

Mr. Court:
course,

Mr. TONKIN: I have to assume it
under the existing circumstances, but I
say it is a fair assumption. When a com-
pany has already declared that its previous
contract is uneconomic, and when we con-
sider it was dealing with low-grade ore,
and it has now the right to sell its high-
grade hematite, it is not at all logical that
it will undertake this heavy expediture at
Deepdale.

Mr. Court: The company never had
a contract for the sale of pellets from
Deepdale.

Mr. TONKIN: This House was told—

Mr. Court: Cleveland Cliffs had the
contract from Robe River.

Mr. TONKIN: —that it was intended
that the Broken Hill Pty. Co. Ltd. would
join with Cleveland Cliffs and establish a
joint pelletising plant and sell 5,000,000
tons of pellets.

Mr. Court: You are reading iofs of
things into this that are not correct.

Mr. TONKIN: I am reading what has
been said in statements from the Govern-
ment and in the legislation.

Mr. Court: They were to do one exer-
cise in ports, towns, railways, and also in
the pellet plants, but they kept their
identity under the contracts.

Mr. TONKIN: The Premier, at the
time, made an announcement whicn the
Minister said he wanted t3 emphasise;
and to refresh his memory, I will read it.
I quote from page 2633 of the 1985
Hansard, and this is what the Minister for
Indusirial Development said—

I wish to invite the attention of
members to the announcement re-
cently made by the Premier in respect
of the agreement reached between,
B.HP. and Cleveland-Cliffs over the
joint development of a large propor-
tion of the facilities required in the
Ashburton area. In this announce-
ment it is made known that they

You are assuming that, of
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had agreed to undertake joint develop-
ment of towns so far as opracticable
and of the railway and the port. They
are also going to have joint develop-
ment of the pellet plant. This is good
business from the State’s point of
view. It would have been completely
illogieal for them to have two separate
railways and ports. It would make
the two propositions uneconcmical,
and quite apart from any bhenefit to
the companies themselves it would
make them uneconomical in world
competition if they were to operate
separately rather than together.

The point is this: that whilst the agree-
ments were separate agreements and each
company had its obligations under these
agreements, nobody would complain if they
had decided to combine and, instead of
proceeding with two ports, two separate
railways, and two separate towns, they
were to make one. I would have con-
sidered, if they had gone on with that
proposal, they would have met their obliga-
tions under the agreement; but who is
there who will believe they will.

Although they have not said it has been
abandoned—they have only said it has
been deferred, in view of their financial
obligations with regard to Mt. Newman—
and bhecause they have already made a
public statement that the price they were
going to get from these pellets from Cape
Preston was an uneconomic price, is it
likely they are going to proceed? To be
honest with this House, the Government
should ask the company straightout whe-
ther it is its intention to establish these
works in accordance with the obligation on
it under the Statute.

Mr. Court: Say it accepts a better
and more important obligation in the in-
terests of the State, are you going to op-
pose it?

Mr. TONKIN: The prime purpnse of
this legislation, sald the Minister, is the
developemnt of Deepdale and, to achieve
that prime purpose, let us give the com-
pany the right to export.

Mr. Court: Say you get something bet-
ter in its place?

Mr. TONKIN: And now the Minister
says: Having given it the right to ex-
port, let it keep it irrespective of what
it does.

Mr. Court: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. TONKIN: The fair thing for the
Governtnent to do is to say to the company,
“¥ou had the rigsht to export on the
understanding you were going to develop
at Deepdale and now you are not, so we
will take to Parliament another proposi-
tion to see if it will agree you should
continue to enjoy this right to export from
Yampi Sound in consideration of your do-
ing something else instead of developing
Deepdale.” But no; we are not to be con-
sulted and the Minister for Industiral De-
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velopment says that the gquestion is not
relevant.

In the short time left to me, I want
to endeavour t0 show how this company
anticipates Government concurrence.

Mr. Court: You will not answer my
question,

Mr. TONKIN: I am not here to answer
the Minister’s question. Put it on the
notice paper.

Mr, Court: You expect us to answer
yours, even though some are foolish.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not always take as
gospel what I read in the paper, but the
article was well clarified to the extent
that it said the company would supply
the Japanese steel mills with annual
shipments rising from 500,000 tons to
1,000,000 tons of ore over flve years., It is
not five years from now. According to
the Statute the company will lose its right
to export after 1969, if, by that date, it
has not presented to the Government
plans for the estabhlishment of these works
at Deepdale. I would say that, in my
view, the company has no intention of
presenting such plans by that date.

Mr. Court: I give up trying to reason
with you because you will not be logical.
¥You will not have any regard for alter-
native proposals which could be better
for the State.

Mr. TONKIN: That has nothing to do

with it. Thet reminds me—
Mr., Court: It has everything to do
with it.

Mr. TONKIN: —of the man who comes
along and says he is selling you a first-
class motorcar. It will do this, do that,
do so many miles per galion; and after
you have bought it, and you find it does
nothing of the sort, he says, "Do not
worry, you have g motorcar, anyway.”

Mr. Hawke: If it is not suitable he will
sell you a bigger one.

Mr. TONKIN: That is the position in
which we are placed. We are told the
prime purpose of allowing B.H.P, to ex-
port ircen core from Yampi is to establish
the company at Deepdale where it has
to build a port, build a railway, and
build houses. Listen to what the Min-
ister said, He said that the company
had to commit itself, without an export
ordet for a single ton, to build towns,
quarries, railways, a port, and to be in
production. Now we are told it does not
matter if the company does not do any
of these things so long as it can come
up with some other proposition—and 1
am asked to be logical!

Mr. Court: I do not know why you
have such a hate for this particular
company.

Mr. TONKIN: I want to insist on any-
body acting in accordance with an agree-
ment; and that includes the Minister,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Court: Regardless of the circum-
stances?

Mr. TONKIN: Regardless of anything
else. One cannot go into a court if some-
body is suing one for breach of contract
and tell the judge that one wants to
do something ever so much better, but
one does not want to keep to one’s con-
tract. One would not get far if one at-
tempted that. In this court the Govern-
ment gets away with that because it has
a majority and can do what it likes; but
one would not get away with it in a court
of law. One could argue till one was
blue in the face.

Mr. Bovell: This is the highest ecourt in
the land.

Mr, TONKIN: Yes, and the worst, I am
sorry to say—
Mr. Court: You are part of it

Mr. TONKIN: —because justice does
not prevail. Make no mistake about that;
but I hope it does in the courts. This is
a8 coniract with Parliament that in con-
sideration of the company meeting this
primary purpose of establishing itself at
Deepdale, building the port, building the
railway, and going into production, it is
allowed to export iron ore from Yampi.

Now we are told it has no intention of
meeting its obligations under the law.
We are told that the Government is satis-
fied that it will unless the Government
lets it off the hook; which, I have no
doubt it infends teo do.

Mr. Court: No; a Bill will have to come
to Parliament and Parliament be advised.

Mr. TONKIN: I say, in conclusion, I
would consider the honest and decent thing
would be for the Minister to say to the
company, "Is there any intention of your
honouring your obligations under this?
If not, I must inforin Parliament.”
But no. What the Minister will do is say
that it has done nothing up toe date, or,
has not failed up to date to do anything
which has been required—and a require-
ment cannot arise until 1969—so let mat-
ters rest until December, 1969, to see
if it has done these things, In the
meantime, let it enjoy this privilege which
it only got because we were told that it
was assuming these obhligations. And
remember what the Minister said: It
always meets its commitments.

Mr. Court: That is very true.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Burt.
COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Council Personnel

Message from the Council received anhd
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees elected by that House.

SUPPLY BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.
House adjourned at 548 p.m.



